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President’s Corner
by Robin Broussard

Given the challenges in the oil industry this year, I was concerned that our 2016 Annual Scholarship
Fundraiser (Golf Tournament & Crawfish Boil) may have been cancelled because of low sponsorship and

low team participation. NOGS/PLANO contacted me about a joint tournament, but since our tournament was
already planned and is our only scholarship fundraiser, we plowed ahead with our plans. Fortunately, we had
a grand total of 61 players and good participation by sponsors. After a few stops and starts due to inclement
weather, everyone was able to get in 18 holes.
Thank you to our sponsors listed below. I know it was challenging to have your companies approve this
year’s sponsorship and we appreciate the participation.

Robin Broussard
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April Luncheon
Integrating exploration 3-D seismic data with high
resolution CHIRP seismic data to evaluate surface
faults in the coastal wetlands of south Louisiana
Mr. Joseph Frank, University of New Orleans

The first research project to come to fruition under the
New Orleans Geological Society Proposal to use oil and
gas industry seismic data for coastal research is a Masters
in Science Thesis at the University of New Orleans. The
West Lake Borgne 3-D survey was donated to the univer-

sity under the proposal by Schlumberger. The research
effort is also being supported by a donation from the
Southeastern Geophysical Society.
A set of three faults mapped using the Schlumberger West
Lake Borgne 3-D survey appears to extend to the surface at the bottom of the lake. These faults also appear to be a
part of a set of en echelon faults that parallel the regional Baton Rouge Fault Zone that extends across the north
shore of Lake Pontchartrain. Surface expression of faults within this larger set has been previously documented with
high resolution “chirp” seismic data in Lake Pontchartrain, as lineations within InSAR subsidence data in Eastern
New Orleans, and as physical offsets on the Highway 11 Bridge and the adjacent railroad bridge crossing Lake Pont-

chartrain. The research team at UNO is currently in the process of acquiring high resolution chirp seismic data
across the surface fault traces in Lake Borgne. Successful integration of the high resolution seismic with the 3-D
interpretation of the fault planes may allow for timing of fault movement and a possible relationship between the
faults and linear expression in patterns of wetlands loss across the New Orleans East Land Bridge adjacent to Lake
Borgne.

Speaker Biography
Joseph Frank is a current Earth Sciences M.S. candidate at the University of New Orleans. His thesis research is
focused on using industry seismic data to project deep-seated faults upward toward the modern land surface and

where appropriate use shallow, high-resolution seismic techniques to identify whether the faults have impacted Holocene stratigraphy in the Lake Borgne area. He was born in Princeton, New Jersey and spent most of his youth exploring the Sourland Mountains, which surrounded his families’ home. He earned a B.S. in geosciences in 2013
from the Pennsylvania State University, where he also studied trace and major elements of volcanics ejected from an
Argentinian caldera to understand the magma source. After graduating from Penn State he worked for one year as an
environmental scientist at the Charles P. Johnson engineering firm located in Washington D.C. His most notable
accomplishment while at the University of New Orleans has been a member of the UNO team that won the Gulf
Coast Section of the AAPG Imperial Barrel Award Competition in 2015.
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SGS Guest Column
By Any Means Necessary? . . . or How do you Play the Game?
Mr. Toby Roesler, Chief Geophysicist, Stone Energy
As citizens and scientists we should strive to make our points
and persuasions by respectfully engaging with others by coherently presenting facts, acknowledging the unknown all the while
hoping that we are able to communicate in a coherent and respectful manner. Unfortunately this form of discourse appears
to be going extinct in our current age. The “Win at all costs”

view appears to be currently triumphant. In sports
“championship rings” has come to be the only metric to gauge success. Style, grace, fair play, and sportsmanship used to be what we idealized. Obvious to anyone with a cable tv subscription is the current state
of the political arena. One politician suggests carpet bombing certain population centers in the Middle
East while another candidate wants to kill the families of terrorists. This “win at all costs” mentality ignores and erodes the ideals that our society collectively values.
This form of dealing with enemies of those in which you merely disagree with has spread throughout our
society. The recent Federal Offshore Oil and Gas Lease Sale is a case in point. A passionate and loud

group of dissenters converged on the Superdome where the sale was taking place. They chose not to simply protest on the outside of the Superdome but to enter with the intent of shutting down the lease sale. The
protesting group was filled with a passionate intensity that I thought could only be found in members of
certain religious sects. Their over-abundance of passion was only matched by their complete inability to
engage with and communicate with any of the non-protesters at the lease sale. The protester’s desire was
to “Keep it in the Ground”. They want to curtail the use of fossil fuels as an energy source. Certainly a
desire to lessen the environmental impact of energy extraction is a good sentiment to have, as is a desire to
come up with solutions to make our societies sustainable well into the future. But merely holding strongly

to a good sentiment does not make you correct. It can make you wrong and it can definitely make you an
obnoxious person. Imagine if this group’s win at all costs strategy was implemented, what if we did keep
it all in the ground? Well your children and their children will never get to go to Europe or Africa and
probably won’t ever get to see the ocean. Many would not be able to get to work. Food would not be able
to be transported from farm to grocery stores. The selection at the local farmer’s market is going to get
pretty skinny too. And if Granny doesn’t die of heat stroke this summer, she’ll probably succumb to the
cold next winter.
Could oil & gas companies help with our energy issues and our desire for sustainability? Paradoxically (at
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least to many), oil and gas operations could be a significant positive impact to addressing environmental

issues. Currently the US is in a big phase of converting from coal-fired to natural gas-fired generation of
electricity. This is greatly reducing CO2 emissions. Imagine what would happen if China were to switch
from coal to natural gas using technology that is currently available. The improvement to the Chinese environment would be significant with the added benefit of greatly reducing CO2 emissions. Would any of
the protesters be interested in this solution or interim-measure? I don’t know since they are more interested in yelling than engaging in real communication.
The passionate intensity of the protesters masks a type of laziness, living for the emotional thrill of the protest but lacking the desire to formulate and implement plans that could benefit society.
A final thought. The offshore lease sales as conducted by the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
(BOEM) are amongst the most open and transparent operations conducted by our federal government.
These events are planned according to a five year timetable that offers numerous occasions for public and
industry comment.

And I disagree with the statements coming out of Exxon that the lease sale was un-

safe. I would prefer to commend the employees of BOEM who conducted this event successfully in a very
difficult environment. These government officials carried themselves with professionalism and grace.
Amidst all the yelling and chanting and cutting of microphone chords, BOEM completed the lease sale
successfully. Something that I think was completely lost to the protesters at hand.
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2016 SGS Golf Tournament Winners

1st place
Ricky Warren
Michael Deaver
Cary Rivie
Howard Watt
2nd Place
Mark Carrigan
Chuck Holman
3rd Place
Joe Crownover
Mike Tolson
Ronnie Grice
John Cox
Closest to the hole
John Breen
Jon Wood
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CALL FOR SGS BILL BLAIR SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANTS
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION: Apr il 30, 2016
WHO CAN APPLY: Children and grandchildren of all current SGS members that are entering college or currently attending college or graduate school can apply
for an SGS scholarship - regardless of their child/grandchild's major!
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PROCESS :
1. Ensure your SGS membership is current and that your child/grandchild meets the eligibility requirements (see below)
2. Complete the scholarship application form at http://sgs-neworleans.org/
3. Gather the required supporting documents
4. Email to Robin Broussard, Current SGS President (robin.broussard@shell.com) or
Toby Roesler, Past SGS President (RoeslerTA@StoneEnergy.com)
OR
5. Mail-in forms and documents to the following mailing address and must be post-marked
April 30th for consideration: SGS Scholarship Committee, P.O. Box 57141, New Orleans, LA 70157
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Information for Advertisers: 2015-2016
Benefits


Support the geophysical community and geophysics in Southeastern Louisiana



Exposure to major oil companies and independents working onshore as well at the Gulf
of Mexico



Advertisements are published monthly (September-May) in the society newsletter



Logos for full page advertisers are displayed on the SGS website along with a link to the
advertisers’ own websites



Full Page:

$1800.00

7.5” x 10”



Half Page:

$900.00

7.5” x 5” or 3.75” x 10”



Quarter Page:

$500.00

3.5” x 5” or 7.5” x 2.5”



Business Card:

$200.00

3.5” x 2”

Rates

List of Advertisers
SGS would like to thank the following advertisers for their support



PGS



IGC



SEI



LLOG



CGG Veritas



Chevron



Shell



Baker Hughes



Global Geophysical Solutions



Geophysical
Pursuit Inc.



Faifield Nodal



Integrity Seismic
Services
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Contact List
P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157
Web address: www.sgs-neworleans.org

SGS Executive Committee
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Robin Broussard

Shell

robin.broussard@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-7437

Scott Glassman

Chevron

nawlinssg@aol.com

Tel: (985) 773-6385

Louis Sturgess

Shell

louis.sturgess@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-7636

Pamela Bucher

Shell

pamela.bucher@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-3417

Erik Everson

Chevron

erik.everson@chevron.com

Editor
Webmaster
Past President

Arslan Tashmukhambetov

LLOG Exploration

arslant@llog.com

Tel: (985) 801-4394

Leanne Hao

Shell

leanne.hao@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-4356

Toby Roesler

Stone Energy

roeslerta@stoneenergy.com

Prior Past President
SGS Outreach Officer

Julius Doruelo

Shell

J.doruelo@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-4086

Lisa Dwyer Kennedy

BOEM

lisa.kennedy@boemre.gov

Tel: (504) 736-2794
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