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December SGS Luncheon
Thursday
December 10th
11:30am—1:00pm
Holiday Inn
Bayou Ballroom (8th floor)
330 Loyola Ave.
$30.00 pp. (members)

$35.00 pp. (non-members)
RSVP
Louis Sturgess
louis.sturgess@shell.com

Crater Lake

President’s Corner

Title/Platinum Sponsors:

by Robin Broussard

Helis Oil and Gas Company
Diversified
Keystone Energy
LLOG Exploration Company
OCS BBS
PIPE
SGS
SPE Delta

Thanks to all of you who volunteered to make the
2015 SEG International Exposition and 85th An-

nual Meeting & the “Party with a Purpose” a success!!!!
The SEG, along with many sponsors, aligned with

Gold Sponsors:

the SGS in supporting the Louisiana Children’s

Hornbeck Offshore
Plano
Stone Energy
Women’s Energy Network

Museum to raise funds for the construction of an
exploration-geoscience gallery. The collaborative
effort resulted in approximately $20,000 being

raised for the project’s development. Additionally,
SEG donated all unused conference delegate bags
to the city of New Orleans to benefit the Bridge
House, a program focused on transitioning men
and women from dependency to work life.
The 2015 Annual Meeting’s technical program
was the largest in SEG history, featuring nearly

1,100 oral sessions, ePapers, and poster presentations covering a wide range of topics in applied
geophysics. Held concurrently, the International
Exposition showcased more than 330 exhibitors
displaying the latest in equipment, technology, and
services.
Thanks to the “Party with a Purpose” sponsors and
raffle donors listed below:

Silver Sponsors:
A-PRO Industries LLC
ADDC Foundation
Century Exploration
Champion-Technologies
Sooner Pipe LLC
Technip

Mega Raffle Donors:
New Orleans Saints, Metairie, LA
Boudreaux’s Jewelers, Metairie, LA
Jose Balli Jewelry, Covington, LA
OMNI Riverfront Hotel, New Orleans, LA

Raffle Donors:
DiMartino’s Restaurant, Covington, LA
Simply Southern, Covington, LA
La. Children’s Museum, New Orleans, LA
MJ’s of Metairie, Metairie, LA
Lake House Restaurant, Mandeville, LA
Martin’s Wine Cellar, Metairie, LA
String-A-Beads, Metairie, LA
Stone Creek Club & Spa, Covington, LA
Lisa Ingraham, Metairie, LA

Sincerely, Robin Broussard

P. 1

November Luncheon
Advances in the Tahiti Field Subsalt Seismic Imaging and
Interpretation: Utilizing Seismic Attribute Analysis and Visualization Techniques for Interpreting Deepwater Subsalt
Structure and Facies
by Frank Evans
The Tahiti Field has significant imaging and interpretation challenges due to
its location beneath a thick complex salt canopy and its steeply dipping strata.
The latest full-azimuth dual coil seismic acquisition techniques along with
improved processing algorithms, such as full waveform inversion and reverse
time migration, have shown good improvement in the subsalt imaging. These
technical advances along with post-processing attribute analysis, and enhanced interpretation practices have brought new capabilities for interpreting
this low frequency subsalt data.
Tahiti subsalt seismic attribute analyses have uncovered structural and stratigraphic features not previously observed. Combining seismic attribute analyses (coherence, spectral decomposition, dip, azimuth, etc.) and visualization techniques (volume co-rendering, optical stacking, stratal slicing, etc.) has revealed both structural (faulting)
and sedimentary architectures (channel complexes) that are geologically reasonable and consistent with well log
and whole core data interpretations. These results illustrate the potential benefit of using attributes to enhance reservoir characterization and prediction. When combined with standard mapping techniques, the inherent structural
and stratigraphic interpretation has the potential to reduce compartmentalization risk, improve well placement and
reserves estimates, and identify new areas for exploration and development.
This presentation will discuss the above techniques, and show examples of the results and the impact on the Tahiti
Field.

Speaker Biography
Frank is an development geologist with Chevron where he has worked for 10 years. He grew up in western New
York and earned a B.S. in Geology from Brockport State University, near Rochester, New York, in 2001. His studies focused on Quaternary sedimentology and magnetics.
In 2006 Frank earned an M.S. in Geology from Virginia Tech where he focused on clastic stratigraphy and applied
environmental magnetics.
His Professional career started in 2005 with an internship with Chevron in Midland, TX working carbonate waterfloods in the Permian Basin. Frank was hired full time by Chevron in 2006 and worked as a diatomite development
geologist in the San Joaquin Valley before moving to the Gulf of Mexico Business Unit in Covington, Louisiana in
2009. In Covington Frank worked on the West Delta 109 and the Main Pass 41 Fields.

Currently Frank is a development geologist for Chevron’s Tahiti Field in the deepwater Gulf of Mexico.

SGS Thanks speaker for an interesting and informative talk given at the November luncheon
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December Luncheon
Full-waveform inversion: Challenges, Opportunities and
Impact
by Dimitri Bevc
There has been a great deal of industry activity and interest in full-waveform
inversion (FWI) because of its potential to generate accurate high-resolution
velocity models. Theoretically, the method has great promise, and compute
power seems to be adequate to bring this promise to bear on practical business problems. The promise is not limited to velocity models alone but also
includes the possibility of inverting for elastic parameters and rock properties
and of FWI becoming an imaging method in itself. Indeed, many of the velocity models that are routinely attained
from FWI are interpretable in themselves and could rival migration imaging in terms of resolution and information
content.
After a brief overview of FWI, this presentation will focus mostly on what FWI can attain and will examine where

and how FWI can impact business decisions. Through an examination of imaging challenges and examples, I will
illustrate where FWI is working and bringing value — under what kind of geologic situations and under what kind
of data acquisition scenarios. We will examine the challenges to successful deployment of FWI and what steps can
be taken to ameliorate those challenges. The discussion should shed light on the question of when FWI can add val-

ue and what impact this technology can have.
During the presentation, I will examine the current technical challenges and will explore the path to meet those challenges in the near term. Finally, I will touch on the long-term future promise of FWI beyond velocity estimation:
What might it solve for us and how might it change the way we work and the type of information we can get from

recorded seismic wavefields?

Speaker Biography
Dimitri is a team leader in geophysics R & D at Chevron. He has a Ph.D. in geophysics from Stanford University

and M.Sc. and B.A. degrees from the University of California, Berkeley. He has been engaged with innovating wave
-equation and velocity technologies since cofounding a start-up company immediately after completing his Ph.D. He
is now doing the same and more at Chevron. In addition to full-waveform inversion, Bevc’s technology interests
include integrating geophysical methods with geomechanics and reservoir engineering, with applications to explora-

tion, subsurface integrity, containment, and reservoir management. Bevc is active on the SEG Research Committee
and has organized numerous summer research workshops and post-convention workshops, including a popular series
of imaging challenges at the last three SEG annual meetings.
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Southeastern Geophysical Auxiliary News
Thanks to the SEG Guest Program Volunteers:


Robin Broussard



Christy Gautre



Josie and Al Brown



Carol and David Lynch



Carol Johansen

P. 10

Obituary
Rosemary Bella Austin, longtime SGS Ladies Auxiliary President,
passed away on August 20, 2015.
It is with great sadness that I share this news with you. We will miss Rosemary’s commitment to our organization.
Rosemary Bella Austin passed away peacefully at home in the presence of her family on Saturday,

August 15, 2015. Beloved wife of 63 years to Edward C. Austin. Loving mother of Mary Lynn Mang
(Stephen) and the late Edward 'Eddie' C. Austin, Jr. Devoted grandmother of Stephen A. Mang, Matthew A. Mang (Casie) and Kasey E. Mang. She was preceded in death by her parents, Vincent Patrick
Bella and Rose Mannina Bella and her brother, Vincent Patrick Bella, Jr. Rosemary was born in Patterson, LA and resided in Harahan. She taught Kindergarten at St. Agnes Elementary School and
loved her students. She was very active in the Colonial Garden Club and the Southeastern Geophysical Society. Rosemary loved cooking and particularly enjoyed being a regular at Commander's Palace
Restaurant. She also delighted in visiting the WWII Museum and watching the Victory Belles perform. Her kind heart and bubbly, vibrant personality was contagious, and she was loved by all who
met and knew her. Her greatest joy in life was being with her grandchildren whom she adored.
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Information for Advertisers: 2015-2016
Benefits


Support the geophysical community and geophysics in Southeastern Louisiana



Exposure to major oil companies and independents working onshore as well at the Gulf
of Mexico



Advertisements are published monthly (September-May) in the society newsletter



Logos for full page advertisers are displayed on the SGS website along with a link to the
advertisers’ own websites



Full Page:

$1800.00

7.5” x 10”



Half Page:

$900.00

7.5” x 5” or 3.75” x 10”



Quarter Page:

$500.00

3.5” x 5” or 7.5” x 2.5”



Business Card:

$200.00

3.5” x 2”

Rates

List of Advertisers
SGS would like to thank the following advertisers for their support



PGS



IGC



SEI



LLOG



CGG Veritas



Chevron



Shell



Baker Hughes



Global Geophysical Solutions



Geophysical
Pursuit Inc.



Faifield Nodal



Integrity Seismic
Services
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Contact List
P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157

Web address: www.sgs-neworleans.org

SGS Executive Committee
President

1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

Robin Broussard

Shell

robin.broussard@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-7437

Scott Glassman

Chevron

SGlassman@chevron.com

Tel: (985) 773-6385

Louis Sturgess

Shell

louis.sturgess@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-7636

Pamela Bucher

Shell

pamela.bucher@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-3417

Erik Everson

Chevron

erik.everson@chevron.com

Editor
Webmaster
Past President

Arslan Tashmukhambetov

LLOG Exploration

arslant@llog.com

Tel: (985) 801-4394

Leanne Hao

Shell

leanne.hao@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-4356

Toby Roesler

Stone Energy

roeslerta@stoneenergy.com

Prior Past President

SGS Outreach Officer

Julius Doruelo

Shell

J.doruelo@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-4086

Lisa Dwyer Kennedy

BOEM

lisa.kennedy@boemre.gov

Tel: (504) 736-2794
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