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 December SGS Luncheon 

Thursday 

December 10th  

11:30amð1:00pm 

Holiday Inn 

 Bayou Ballroom (8th floor)  

330 Loyola Ave. 

 $30.00 pp. (members) 

 $35.00 pp. (non-members) 

RSVP 

Louis Sturgess 

louis.sturgess@shell.com 
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Title/Platinum Sponsors: 

Helis Oil and Gas Company 

Diversified 

Keystone Energy 

LLOG Exploration Company 

OCS BBS 

PIPE 

SGS 

SPE Delta 

Gold Sponsors: 

Hornbeck Offshore 

Plano 

Stone Energy 

Womenôs Energy Network 

Silver Sponsors: 

A-PRO Industries LLC 

ADDC Foundation 

Century Exploration 

Champion-Technologies 

Sooner Pipe LLC 

Technip 

Mega Raffle Donors: 

New Orleans Saints, Metairie, LA 

Boudreauxôs Jewelers, Metairie, LA 

Jose Balli Jewelry, Covington, LA 

OMNI Riverfront Hotel, New Orleans, LA 

Raffle Donors: 

DiMartinoôs Restaurant, Covington, LA 

Simply Southern, Covington, LA 

La. Childrenôs Museum, New Orleans, LA 

MJôs of Metairie, Metairie, LA 

Lake House Restaurant, Mandeville, LA 

Martinôs Wine Cellar, Metairie, LA 

String-A-Beads, Metairie, LA 

Stone Creek Club & Spa, Covington, LA 

Lisa Ingraham, Metairie, LA 

 

Sincerely, Robin Broussard 

 

Presidentôs Corner 

by Robin Broussard 

 

Thanks to all of you who volunteered to make the 

2015 SEG International Exposition and 85th An-

nual Meeting & the ñParty with a Purposeò a suc-

cess!!!!   

The SEG, along with many sponsors, aligned with 

the SGS in supporting the Louisiana Childrenôs 

Museum to raise funds for the construction of an 

exploration-geoscience gallery. The collaborative 

effort resulted in approximately $20,000 being 

raised for the projectôs development. Additionally, 

SEG donated all unused conference delegate bags 

to the city of New Orleans to benefit the Bridge 

House, a program focused on transitioning men 

and women from dependency to work life. 

The 2015 Annual Meetingôs technical program 

was the largest in SEG history, featuring nearly 

1,100 oral sessions, ePapers, and poster presenta-

tions covering a wide range of topics in applied 

geophysics. Held concurrently, the International 

Exposition showcased more than 330 exhibitors 

displaying the latest in equipment, technology, and 

services.   

Thanks to the ñParty with a Purposeò sponsors and 

raffle donors listed below: 
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November Luncheon 

Advances in the Tahiti Field Subsalt Seismic Imaging and 

Interpretation: Utilizing Seismic Attribute Analysis and Vis-

ualization Techniques for Interpreting Deepwater Subsalt 

Structure and Facies 
by Frank Evans 

The Tahiti Field has significant imaging and interpretation challenges due to 

its location beneath a thick complex salt canopy and its steeply dipping strata. 

The latest full-azimuth dual coil seismic acquisition techniques along with 

improved processing algorithms, such as full waveform inversion and reverse 

time migration, have shown good improvement in the subsalt imaging. These 

technical advances along with post-processing attribute analysis, and en-

hanced interpretation practices have brought new capabilities for interpreting 

this low frequency subsalt data.  

Tahiti subsalt seismic attribute analyses have uncovered structural and stratigraphic features not previously ob-

served. Combining seismic attribute analyses (coherence, spectral decomposition, dip, azimuth, etc.) and visualiza-

tion techniques (volume co-rendering, optical stacking, stratal slicing, etc.) has revealed both structural (faulting) 

and sedimentary architectures (channel complexes) that are geologically reasonable and consistent with well log 

and whole core data interpretations. These results illustrate the potential benefit of using attributes to enhance reser-

voir characterization and prediction.  When combined with standard mapping techniques, the inherent structural 

and stratigraphic interpretation has the potential to reduce compartmentalization risk, improve well placement and 

reserves estimates, and identify new areas for exploration and development. 

This presentation will discuss the above techniques, and show examples of the results and the impact on the Tahiti 

Field. 

Speaker Biography 

Frank is an development geologist with Chevron where he has worked for 10 years. He grew up in western New 

York and earned a B.S. in Geology from Brockport State University, near Rochester, New York, in 2001. His stud-

ies focused on Quaternary sedimentology and magnetics. 

In 2006 Frank earned an M.S. in Geology from Virginia Tech where he focused on clastic stratigraphy and applied 

environmental magnetics. 

His Professional career started in 2005 with an internship with Chevron in Midland, TX working carbonate water-

floods in the Permian Basin. Frank was hired full time by Chevron in 2006 and worked as a diatomite development 

geologist in the San Joaquin Valley before moving to the Gulf of Mexico Business Unit in Covington, Louisiana in 

2009. In Covington Frank worked on the West Delta 109 and the Main Pass 41 Fields. 

Currently Frank is a development geologist for Chevronôs Tahiti Field in the deepwater Gulf of Mexico. 

 

SGS Thanks speaker for an interesting and informative talk given at the November luncheon 
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December Luncheon 

Full-waveform inversion: Challenges, Opportunities and 

Impact 
by Dimitri Bevc 

There has been a great deal of industry activity and interest in full-waveform 

inversion (FWI) because of its potential to generate accurate high-resolution 

velocity models. Theoretically, the method has great promise, and compute 

power seems to be adequate to bring this promise to bear on practical busi-

ness problems. The promise is not limited to velocity models alone but also 

includes the possibility of inverting for elastic parameters and rock properties 

and of FWI becoming an imaging method in itself. Indeed, many of the velocity models that are routinely attained 

from FWI are interpretable in themselves and could rival migration imaging in terms of resolution and information 

content. 

After a brief overview of FWI, this presentation will focus mostly on what FWI can attain and will examine where 

and how FWI can impact business decisions. Through an examination of imaging challenges and examples, I will 

illustrate where FWI is working and bringing value ð under what kind of geologic situations and under what kind 

of data acquisition scenarios. We will examine the challenges to successful deployment of FWI and what steps can 

be taken to ameliorate those challenges. The discussion should shed light on the question of when FWI can add val-

ue and what impact this technology can have. 

During the presentation, I will examine the current technical challenges and will explore the path to meet those chal-

lenges in the near term. Finally, I will touch on the long-term future promise of FWI beyond velocity estimation: 

What might it solve for us and how might it change the way we work and the type of information we can get from 

recorded seismic wavefields? 

Speaker Biography 

Dimitri is a team leader in geophysics R & D at Chevron. He has a Ph.D. in geophysics from Stanford University 

and M.Sc. and B.A. degrees from the University of California, Berkeley. He has been engaged with innovating wave

-equation and velocity technologies since cofounding a start-up company immediately after completing his Ph.D. He 

is now doing the same and more at Chevron. In addition to full-waveform inversion, Bevcôs technology interests 

include integrating geophysical methods with geomechanics and reservoir engineering, with applications to explora-

tion, subsurface integrity, containment, and reservoir management. Bevc is active on the SEG Research Committee 

and has organized numerous summer research workshops and post-convention workshops, including a popular series 

of imaging challenges at the last three SEG annual meetings. 
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