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President’s Corner
by Scott Glassman

I am looking forward to the 2016 SEG Honorary Lecturer to North America, Scott Michell’s talk on
Subsalt Imaging. I first met Scott in the SMAART JV, a joint venture between five major oil companies in
the late 90’s and early 2000’s. The SMAART JV generated great ideas to address Deepwater Multiples and
Subsalt Imaging challenges. If you haven’t heard about SMAART JV, just Google it and you will be
amazed at the volume of ideas that came out of the joint venture and data it created! I hope that SGS members are as excited as I am about Scott’s upcoming talk on Thursday, October 13th, 2016.
Mark your calendars for the upcoming SGS Fall Social at the Second Line Brewing on Thursday October 20th. 5-8pm. This should be a great opportunity to network with other SGS members and friends.
Please invite any non-members to come to the SGS Social. For only $25, they can join the SGS and enjoy
the event. Please RSVP to Mike Schneider (sgsluncheon@gmail.com) by Tuesday, October 18th, 2016.
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October Luncheon
Subsalt Imaging: Snapshots in Time, Reflections, and Next Steps
Scott Michell, BP America
Many individuals, companies, consortia, and joint ventures have
contributed to the current industry capabilities in subsalt imaging. The
lecture will focus on the thought processes, business needs, and technologies that led to BP sponsoring two significant field trials of wideazimuth acquisition technologies in 2005–2006 and how BP and the
industry have responded since that time. Seismic acquisition is a neces-

sary but not sufficient condition to achieving the subsalt image. Time
processing, imaging algorithms, and the velocity model also are required to achieve a high-quality image and, as such, I will discuss some key enablers in the journey toward
the industry’s current capabilities.
In the early 1990s, there were legitimate concerns about how and if we would be able to solve the
subsalt imaging challenge. Evolution of acquisition design, signal processing, imaging algorithms, and velocity determination were and are required to deliver significant improvements. Developments in velocitymodel building, depth imaging, and demultiple helped but not enough to develop deep water subsalt Gulf

of Mexico (GoM) discoveries and to progress large investments in leases to drillable exploration prospects.
Significant effort over a sustained period of time on the impact that acquisition has on the image
yielded two alternative designs, Wide-azimuth Towed Streamer (WATS) and Wide-azimuth Ocean-bottom
Node (OBN) recording, to address the imaging challenges. Finite-difference modeling set the basic parameters that needed to be achieved in the field. Learnings from previous acquisition systems design efforts
(Amoco SGR’s, Valhall permanent OBC, and other design efforts) and incorporating new technologies
facilitated the application of the first WATS and commercial deep water OBN surveys in 2005–2006 at the
Mad Dog and Atlantis fields in the GoM. Both surveys were a success, but there were some surprises, and

gaps in the image remained. New acquisition techniques led to additional processing innovations, improved application of existing technologies, and significant demands on computational resources.
Wide-azimuth Towed Streamer and OBN acquisitions have had broad take-up since their introduction. The technologies have evolved allowing for more efficient, wider azimuth, and longer offset acquisition. The application of these designs and their impact, along with 3D VSPs, to fill in imaging gaps will be
the subject of the lecture, including some recent 4D results. Significant progress has been made, but many
challenges remain.
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Speaker Biography
Scott Michell joined Conoco in Ponca City, Oklahoma in 1991 where he spent a great deal of time
learning the craft of seismic processing and the link between seismic acquisition and the final image.
While at Conoco, Michell was fortunate to see the industry move from one that was predominantly 2D to
3D data. He worked closely with the R&D teams and the processing teams to deliver high-end land and
marine images with a variety of challenges including permafrost and other complex near-surface issues,
multiples, anisotropy, and the challenge of moving from time imaging to depth imaging.
Upon joining BP Exploration in 1997, Michell took up the challenge of understanding acquisition
footprint on TZ data and subsalt imaging. He was involved in designing and implementing a unique joint
venture of five oil companies called SMAART, which was formed in 1998. As the BP technical representative, Michell worked with the SMAART Joint Venture to investigate and apply strategies for removing multiples from beneath salt and later to investigate impact of acquisition on subsalt imaging. The
SMAART JV was awarded the SEG Distinguished Achievement Award in 2008. After his involvement
with the SMAART JV ended, Michell went back to the depth-imaging problem examining strategies to
build complex salt models and incorporating multiple data sets. He was part of the BP team that developed, designed, and implemented both the WATS technology and the OBN applications in the Deep Water
GoM campaign. After the OBN and WATS surveys, Michell managed a team of leading scientists in BP’s
Advanced Seismic Imaging Flagship group. He also has been the seismic delivery manager for North
America Gas and Alaska. He is currently the seismic delivery manager for the Gulf of Mexico region,
which has just completed an extensive 4D OBN campaign and two very large 3D VSPs.
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SGS Fall Social
Thursday, October 20, 2016
5:00PM to 8:00PM
RSVP by Tuesday, October 18th to:
Mike Schneider
sgsluncheon@gmail.com
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Geophysical Society of Houston Geoscience Center
The Geophysical Society of Houston opened a Geoscience Center in 2012. It is a joint project of the
Outreach and Museum Committees of the GSH. It is dedicated to preserving geophysical artifacts from the
past and educating the public about geoscience and geophysics. The GSH Museum Committee was formed
in 1960 and has collected over 1500 items from the 1920’s forward that were used at various times in gravity,
magnetic, and seismic acquisition, processing, and interpretation. These donations have come from various
companies and individuals. Some of these items were considered early “computers”. Many of these items
from our collection are now on display at various educational and industry locations in and around Houston.
The Geoscience Center includes the “Bob Sheriff Library” which includes over 900 books, manuals, and pe-

riodicals. The Center also includes a small conference room and an education and/or meeting room and storage for the historical items that are not on display at the Geoscience Center or elsewhere. A section is also
reserved for educational materials and supplies used in the GSH Outreach program.
For more information, go to the GSH website at gshtx.org and look under the Outreach tab for Geoscience Center and Museum. There you will find links to our Museum inventory, the Library inventory, and
directions to the Geoscience Center.
If you happen to be in Houston and would like to visit the GSH Geoscience Center please contact me
to set up an appointment..

Bill Gafford
GSH Museum and Geoscience Center Committee Chairman
geogaf@hal-pc.org
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Southeastern Louisiana Energy Initiative
 A Group of Energy Focuses Professionals and Civic Leaders focused on building and
enhancing energy related business in South Louisiana led by Chip Goodyear the former President and CEO of BHP

 SELEI are the sponsors of EnergyX, a start-up incubator working in conjunction with
the Idea Village to foster young companies. We are currently in the Second Round of
the program, the first of which resulted in one company winning a prize and an additional company being funded and working through the Idea Village

 What can you do to help?

 We are looking to form a database of experienced professionals who are willing to
assist in vetting and mentoring new companies and individuals working to start new
ventures in our community

 This is an opportunity to help build back our local energy business

 If you have a question, please e-mail Eric Zimmermann at ericz@llog.com

 If interested in being in the database of professionals, please send your Name, Profession, Expertise, and e-mail address to Tonya Altazan at tonyaa@llog.com, and we
will contact you if there is expertise needed
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Information for Advertisers: 2015-2016
Benefits


Support the geophysical community and geophysics in Southeastern Louisiana



Exposure to major oil companies and independents working onshore as well at the Gulf
of Mexico



Advertisements are published monthly (September-May) in the society newsletter



Logos for full page advertisers are displayed on the SGS website along with a link to the
advertisers’ own websites



Full Page:

$1800.00

7.5” x 10”



Half Page:

$900.00

7.5” x 5” or 3.75” x 10”



Quarter Page:

$500.00

3.5” x 5” or 7.5” x 2.5”



Business Card:

$200.00

3.5” x 2”

Rates

List of Advertisers
SGS would like to thank the following advertisers for their support



PGS



IGC



SEI



LLOG



CGG Veritas



Chevron



Shell



Baker Hughes



Global Geophysical Solutions



Geophysical
Pursuit Inc.



Faifield Nodal



Integrity Seismic
Services
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Contact List
P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157
Web address: www.sgs-neworleans.org

SGS Executive Committee
President

Scott Glassman

Retired Chevron

nawlinssg@aol.com

Tel: (713) 417-0116

Bob Shank

Chevron

SHNK@chevron.com

Tel: (985) 773-6687

2nd Vice President

Mike Schneider

Stone Energy

Secretary

Louis Sturgess

Shell

louis.sturgess@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-7636

Gregory Nelson

Chevron

zoeppritz2013@gmail.com

Tel: (812) 219-4731

Arslan Tashmukhambetov

LLOG Exploration

arslant@llog.com

Tel: (985) 801-4394

Brendan Sullivan

Chevron

1st Vice President

Treasurer
Editor
Webmaster

brendans@chevron.com

Past President
Prior Past President
SGS Outreach Officer

Robin Broussard

Shell

robin.broussard@shell.com

Tel: (504) 858-7176

Toby Roesler

Stone Energy

roeslerta@stoneenergy.com

Tel: (504) 425-4086

Lisa Dwyer Kennedy

BOEM

lisa.kennedy@boemre.gov

Tel: (504) 736-2794
P. 13

P. 14

