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September SGS Luncheon
Thursday
September 8th
11:00am—1:00pm

Holiday Inn
Jazz Ballroom (1st floor)
330 Loyola Ave.
$30.00 pp. (members)
$35.00 pp. (non-members)
RSVP by May 11th
Louis Sturgess
sgsluncheon@gmail.com

President’s Corner
by Scott Glassman

I hope everyone had a nice relaxing summer! I’m honored to serve as the SGS President this year. I
have some big shoes to fill, as Robin did a great job last year and Toby the year before. The good news is
that they will still give me great support as past presidents of SGS.

As I write, our membership stands at less than 100 Active Members. I would like your help in engaging
your geophysicist colleagues and encouraging them to join our organization. The SGS is a great way to
make contacts in our industry beyond your own company. I know that it was great for me personally in the
80’s when I was new to our business. I met many colleagues outside of my own company (Texaco) that I
am still friends with to this day.
During downturns in our industry, it is always good to have a broad network for obvious reasons. In upturns, it is also good because knowing people outside of your own company can help get things done. For
example, trying to get partner agreement on a deal, or getting some geophysical work done at a geophysical

contractor, it pays to know someone! And that someone may just be a connection you made through networking at some of our SGS functions!
If you have any ideas about SGS that you would like to discuss with me, please give me a call or drop me an
e-mail. I would like to hear any ideas you have to expand our SGS membership and make SGS a stronger,
more energetic and enjoyable society. We have a strong and familiar executive committee this year, so if
you would rather pass on your ideas to one of them, I’m sure Toby, Robin, Bob, Mike, Jon, Louis, Brendan,
Arslan, Alberto, Lisa or Eric would be glad to hear your ideas, and will pass them along to me and the rest of
the EC.

In closing, Bob Shank, our new 1st VP has a strong fall line-up of talks for our monthly luncheon. Last year
when I was serving as 1st VP, some of you gave me ideas and leads on talks, and they turned out to be great!
I’m sure Bob would appreciate hearing your ideas for spring technical luncheons!
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Adaptive least-squares RTM: inversion based imaging toward true
reflectivity
Dr. Chong Zeng, Shuqian Dong and Bin Wang
TGS-NOPEC Geophysical Company
10451 Clay Rd. Houston, TX 77041
Least-squares reverse time migration (LSRTM) refines seismic image
toward true reflectivity via iterative geophysical inversion.
Compared to conventional depth migration algorithms, LSRTM gen-

erates superior seismic images with the advantages including balanced amplitudes, less migration artifacts,
higher spatial resolution, and improved images for steep dips and complex structures. LSRTM is implemented with two objectives using different workflows: one is to produce a broadband image with higher
resolution, and the second is to improve poorly illuminated areas. The first objective is usually focused on
areas of interest in shallower zones, and the second objective would be focused on deeper zones, such as
subsalt. In the broadband implementation, LSRTM integrates the advantages of both one-way wave equation migration (WEM) and two-way RTM methods to produce high resolution depth images with enriched
low frequencies as well as high frequencies. The final output image contains not only high-frequency and
high-resolution horizons but also clear complex structures with sharp geologic boundaries. The image
quality is significantly improved compared to that of either conventional RTM or high-frequency WEM.
For the application focusing on subsalt enhancements, adaptive strategies are applied to speed up the convergence and address the practical issues such as imperfect migration velocity. It helps improve the image
coherency of subsalt horizons by enhancing the weak signals, and clarify event termination of sediments
toward salt boundaries by reducing the halo artifacts.

Speaker Biography
Chong Zeng is a Senior Research Geophysicist at the TGS-NOPEC Geophysical Company, headquartered
in Houston, Texas. He earned his B.S. and M.S. in Applied Geophysics from the China University of Geosciences, Wuhan. He received his Ph.D. in Geology with emphasis in Geophysics from the University of
Kansas. Chong started his career in seismic industry with BGP International Inc. based in Houston, TX in
2011. He was the primary researcher and developer for full waveform inversion at the Houston Research
Center of BGP, China National Petroleum. Currently Chong is the Team Leader in TGS R&D focusing on
least-squares RTM. He is interested in various leading-edge seismic imaging technologies for oil and gas
exploration. He is also specialized in near surface geophysical methods including surface wave studies and
high-resolution seismic exploration with applications to environmental and engineering problems.
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Chong has authored and coauthored over 20 technical papers on peer-refereed journals with international

circulation. He is a member of the Society of Exploration Geophysics and constantly serves the society as
technical reviewers for both journals and conferences. He was the chairman of oral session for seismic
modeling during the 82nd SEG international meeting. Chong is also an Associate Editor of Journal of A pplied Geophysics and a Guest Associate Editor of Interpretation.
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After a successful inaugural year, industry leaders and The Idea Village announce

plans for second annual oil & gas accelerator program in New Orleans
Seasoned executive and private equity investor Hank Torbert
returns as Entrepreneur-in-Residence
NEW ORLEANS – The Southeast Louisiana Energy Initiative, an association of energy industry
executives dedicated to supporting the growth, expansion, and development of the oil and gas industry in Southeast Louisiana, has announced that it will partner with The Idea Village for a second
consecutive year to produce ENERGYx, a 12-week business accelerator program for up to five Louisiana-based oil and
gas startups. Private equity investor Hank Torbert will return to lead the program as an Entrepreneur-in-Residence

(EIR). Applications are open on The Idea Village’s website, www.ideavillage.org, through Friday, August 5.
Four entrepreneurs — Chad Deville with Louisiana Technical Instruments; Julie Kuchta with OBOCS ; Brett Gauthier
with 3rd Dimension Media; and John Tauriac with Data Specialties Group — participated in the inaugural program.
OBOCS was awarded a $75,000 grant at the Energy Innovation & Entrepreneurship Summit during New Orleans Entrepreneur Week in March 2016.
“ENERGYx was a great experience for our emerging company,” said Ms. Kuchta. “The exposure to industry leaders
and professionals is without compare and those introductions have been incredibly beneficial to OBOCS' continued
growth.”

Louisiana is a hub for the industrials sector, and it is home to hundreds of oil and gas companies focused on onshore
and offshore operations. With this in mind, New Orleans is uniquely positioned to be a leader in innovation for the sector.
“The energy industry is critical to our economy, and ENERGYx is designed to identify and support the next generation
of energy ventures in the region,” said Chip Goodyear, former CEO of BHP Billiton and an organizer of the Southeast
Louisiana Energy Initiative. “Under Hank’s leadership, ENERGYx participants will be given access to the resources
and experts necessary to accelerate the growth of their ventures and develop the skills required to emerge as entrepreneurial leaders.”
Mr. Torbert has spent over 20 years in private equity and corporate finance. He is keenly focused on innovation for the
industrials and energy sectors. In particular, he has built several companies in the industrials and technologies sectors in
the past and brings critical skills to ENERGYx, such as private equity investing, business development, operations
management, corporate restructuring, investment selection and analysis, due diligence, and financial engineering.
“We are excited to build on the success of last year’s program and look forward to helping a new cohort of startups position themselves to thrive in the industry,” said Mr. Torbert. “Our goal is to leverage Louisiana’s energy sector ecosystem, which includes companies, universities, R&D institutions, investors, and economic development organizations, to
support entrepreneurs who have developed disruptive technologies and services for the oil and gas sector.”
In addition to regular meetings with Mr. Torbert, the ENERGYx cohort will also leverage strategic group meetings
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over the course of the program covering everything from the state of the market to optimizing operations and scaling

up. These sessions will include presentations by energy company executives, investors, engineers, and other critical
industry experts.
Moreover, these sessions will allow the ENERGYx participants to present their companies and receive real-time feedback from potential partners, investors, and customers.
The ENERGYx program will conclude in December 2016, when participants present their businesses to the members of
the Southeast Louisiana Energy Initiative. Based on those presentations, select founders will be afforded the opportunity to matriculate into The Idea Village’s CAPITALx program. CAPITALx, which is centered on connecting startups to
investors, will culminate during the 9th annual New Orleans Entrepreneur Week, taking place March 19-24, 2017, and
participating oil and gas entrepreneurs will be eligible for a $50,000 cash prize, courtesy of the Southeast Louisiana
Energy Initiative.
“Given the energy sector’s significance to Louisiana, the Southeast Louisiana Energy Initiative and The Idea Village
are committed to creating an ecosystem that will foster the proliferation of energy-based startups,” said The Idea Village’s COO Emily Madero, who will become acting CEO on August 1.
ABOUT THE SOUTHEAST LOUISIANA ENERGY INITIATIVE:
The Southeast Louisiana Energy Initiative is an association of energy industry executives located in Southeast Louisiana who have come together to support the growth, expansion, and development of the oil and gas industry in the region.
ABOUT THE IDEA VILLAGE:
Founded in 2000, The Idea Village is an independent 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization based in New Orleans that provides direct service to high impact entrepreneurs, convenes the ecosystem through New Orleans Entrepreneur Week,
and supports initiatives that strengthen our entrepreneurial infrastructure. The Idea Village received a Gold Excellence
award from the International Economic Development Council for its Entrepreneur Season model in 2012, and the organization was recognized as a top-three entrepreneurship ecosystem developer in 2014 by the Global Innovation Summit. For more information: www.ideavillage.org
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Information for Advertisers: 2015-2016
Benefits


Support the geophysical community and geophysics in Southeastern Louisiana



Exposure to major oil companies and independents working onshore as well at the Gulf
of Mexico



Advertisements are published monthly (September-May) in the society newsletter



Logos for full page advertisers are displayed on the SGS website along with a link to the
advertisers’ own websites



Full Page:

$1800.00

7.5” x 10”



Half Page:

$900.00

7.5” x 5” or 3.75” x 10”



Quarter Page:

$500.00

3.5” x 5” or 7.5” x 2.5”



Business Card:

$200.00

3.5” x 2”

Rates

List of Advertisers
SGS would like to thank the following advertisers for their support



PGS



IGC



SEI



LLOG



CGG Veritas



Chevron



Shell



Baker Hughes



Global Geophysical Solutions



Geophysical
Pursuit Inc.



Faifield Nodal



Integrity Seismic
Services
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Contact List
P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157
Web address: www.sgs-neworleans.org

SGS Executive Committee
President

Scott Glassman

Retired Chevron

nawlinssg@aol.com

Tel: (713) 417-0116

Bob Shank

Chevron

SHNK@chevron.com

Tel: (985) 773-6687

2nd Vice President

Mike Schneider

Stone Energy

Secretary

Louis Sturgess

Shell

Treasurer

Jon Graham

Retired Chevron

Editor

Arslan Tashmukhambetov

LLOG Exploration

arslant@llog.com

Tel: (985) 801-4394

Brendan Sullivan

Chevron

1st Vice President

Webmaster

brendans@chevron.com

Past President

Robin Broussard

Shell

robin.broussard@shell.com

Prior Past President
SGS Outreach Officer

Toby Roesler

Stone Energy

roeslerta@stoneenergy.com

Tel: (504) 425-4086

Lisa Dwyer Kennedy

BOEM

lisa.kennedy@boemre.gov

Tel: (504) 736-2794
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