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ABSTRACT
This study examines the evolution of an allochthonous salt system in the
southern Mars-Ursa basin. A seismic stratigraphic framework and biostratigraphic markers provided constraints on basin development and sediment
accumulation from late Miocene to middle Pliocene time. External geometries
of tectonostratigraphic packages are identified in the study area and are
combined with analyses of brittle deformation to track salt evacuation in the
study area. External geometries identified in the study include: wedge, layer
and trough. Fifty-nine faults were mapped in basin and suprasalt strata and
five phases of brittle deformation were identified. Eight evolutionary stages
were identified for the time range of the study. The minibasin has previously
been classified as part of a counterregional salt system. This study indicates
that the minibasin has experienced phases of stepped counter-regional development, quiescence and a phase of roho-style development. However, the
end-member salt system models do not accurately account for all phases of
salt evacuation around the minibasin. Results indicate that salt has evacuated
in multiple directions through time with a dominate phase of westward
directed salt evacuation. The salt system around the Mars-Ursa basin should
be modeled in three dimensions. The basin is currently under-going tectonic
activity as the Champlain Salt undergoes reactive diapirism.
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April Speaker Biography

Professor Jeffery A. Nunn
Ernest and Alice Neal Professor of Geology
Department of Geology and Geophysics
Louisana State University
Professor Nunn received his BA Degree in History and Geology from Amherst College, MA in
1974. He has been on the LSU staff since 1981 after recieving his Ph.D.in Geology from
Northwestern University. Professor Nunn's research interests include geodynamics, thermal
evolution of sedimentary basins, fluid flow and associated heat and mass transport, surface
subsidence, and fluid transport properties of faults.
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2008-09 SGS Officer Candidate Biographies

President: Tim Maciejewski – Chevron
Tim received his bachelors in Geology and Masters in Geophysics
from the University of Texas, El Paso in 1994 and 1996 respectively.
Upon graduation he started his career with Chevron in Midland, Texas
working the carbonates of west Texas and southeastern New Mexico.
He then started working in New Orleans in 2000 working sub-salt. In
quick precession he moved to Lafayette working the western Shelf, then
to Houston working in the Permian Basin,Oklahoma and south Texas,
then back to New Orleans in 2006 to work the eastern Shelf and onshore
areas. Tim has previously served as SGS Officer Second Vice-President,
then First Vice-President. Tim is also an active member of SEG, NOGS,
and the New Orleans Gem and Mineral Society. Tim’s outside interests
include cooking, geocaching, beginning lampworking, and cycling.

First Vice-President: Eric Zimmerman – LLOG Exploration
Eric is a native of New Orleans attending Holy Cross School and
receiving his BS and MS in Geology from LSU. Upon graduation
he worked for BP in Houston in the GOM Shelf, Deepwater, and
Rockies. Following BP he worked for Dominion Deepwater
Exploration in New Orleans. Currently, he is working for LLOG
Exploration in the GoM Shelf and Deepwater.
Eric and his wife, Kelly, have two daughters Annie and Julia.

Second Vice-President: William Reid - WesternGeco
William is currently a Seismic Engineer for WesternGeco in their New
Orleans office. He started in the industry with WesternGeco in 2006.
He received a BS in Geology from Millsaps College in Jackson,
Mississippi (2002) and a Masters in Geophysics from the University
of Kentucky, Lexington (2005). While working on his Masters Degree,
William’s studies focused on high resolution geophysical imaging
with an emphasis on shear waves and how seismic waves attenuate
through varying lithologies. William has previously served as a
company representative for SGS (2006-2008) and has been a member
of SEG since 2000.
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Candidate Biographies (Continued)

Secretary: Wayne Cook - Seitel
Bio unavailable at time of printing.

Treasurer: Rod Stafford - Chevron
Rod attended Indiana University, Bloomington following four
years of service in the U.S. Air Force. He received his BS
Degree in Geology (1979) and began work with Texaco at their
Bellaire, Texas office. He has also worked for Belco Petroleum,
Champlin, Schlumberger, Teknica and is currently in his 20th
year of his second tour with Chevron/Texaco. He currently provides
technical geophysical support for the eastern and western shelf
exploration teams out of Chevron’s New Orleans/Covington office.
He is currently SGS Editor and a 27 year member of SEG.

Editor: Ken Reynolds - Chevron

Ken received an MS in geology from Auburn University in 1981
and began working for Texaco in their New Orleans office that
same year. With Texaco, Ken was responsible for exploration
and development projects throughout the Gulf Coast. His assignments ranged from both onshore and offshore Louisiana assets
to the Vicksburg of south Texas. Upon the merger with Chevron,
Ken accepted a position on their Deepwater Asset Development
team in New Orleans primarily assigned to the Petronius Field in
Viosca Knoll. His current technical focus concerns the development
of Petronius reservoir models and maximizing value from Chevron’s
time-lapse seismic survey recently acquired for that asset. Ken is
a member of AAPG and SEG and is currently SGS Treasurer.
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SGS COMMITTEE ELECTIONS

Eligibility Requirement
You must be a paid member of the Southeastern Geophysical Society for the
fiscal year June 1, 2008 – May 31, 2009 in order to be eligible to vote for the
officers for that year.
It’s time to renew your membership dues!
Lifetime members may go ahead and vote. If you paid for your member-ship
at this years (2008) Golf Tournament you are paid a current member through
May, 31, 2009.
Instructions
1. Fill out the ballot form below. Vote for only one person for each office.
2. Place completed ballot in the small envelope enclosed and sign your name on the
outside of this envelope.
3. Fill out the membership application form. Don’t forget to include your name, current
SEG membership status, preferred mailing address, email address and if you would
like your newsletter electronically.
4. Write a check made payable to the SGS for your dues ($20 for active & associate
members, $10 for students). If your company pays your dues, contact your company
representative. Do not place Cash in the envelope.
5. Place your membership application, dues check and ballot envelope in a return
envelope, affix postage and mail it.

ALL BALLOTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY APRIL 29, 2008!
Please send Ballots and Membership Forms to:
Secretary
P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157-7141
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Southeastern Geophysical Society
2008 - 2009 Election Ballot
Vote for only one candidate for each office.
All ballots must be received by April 29th in order to be counted.

President
Tim Maciejewski
1st Vice President
Eric Zimmerman
2nd Vice President
William Reid

Treasurer
Rod Stafford

Secretary
Wayne Cook

Editor
Ken Reynolds
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Southeastern Geophysical Society
Membership Application
Fiscal Year
June 1, 2008 - May 31, 2009

Member Information
F

New Member

F Renewing Member

The SGS is considering publishing an annual directory
in a "Members only" portion of our website. Please
check the applicable box below.

F Business
Li

F Home F Both F Do

NAME
Last

First

M.I.

Professional Memberships:
F Active
F Associate
F Student
F Not a member
SEG Status?
Others:
___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Undergraduate/Graduate Schools: BA/BS: ________________________________________________
MA/MS: ____________________________________Other: ____________________________________
F Check here if you prefer to receive your newsletter on paper and specify your preferred address
below.
Business Address

F Check here if this is your preferred mailing address.

Company
Address
Phone

Fax

E-Mail
Home Address

F Check here if this is your preferred mailing address.

Address
Phone

Fax

E-Mail
Spouse's Name
Dues are $20 for Active and Associate Members and
$10 for students. Please make checks payable to SGS
and mail to:
Secretary

P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157-7141
Southeastern Geophysical Society

Reflections

Cash ___________________
Office Use Only
Check No________________
Date Paid________________
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The 2008 Edition of
The Southeastern Geophysical Society
Golf Tournament
Money Hill Golf & Country Club, Abita Springs, LA
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Checking in…
Waiting for shotgun start…

Some of our fantastic sponsors…

Checking out the barbeque…

Absolutely gorgeous weather…

Some were more popular than others…

Great
Hospitality

Fantastic
Volunteers
Southeastern Geophysical Society
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Barbeque and Crawfish

A Day of Golf and Friends

Did we mention the crawfish?
Southeastern Geophysical Society

Reflections

April 2008

10

President’s Corner

by Toby Roesler

Peak Oil
I regret to inform you that we have passed peak oil. The year 2006 will go down in the
history books as the year mankind achieved maximum oil production. Think of Sarajevo
1914, Wall Street 1929, Pearl Harbor 1941. 2007 will be remembered as the year oil production first dropped and thus will be identified as a linchpin year for societal change. For
those who may not know “peak oil”; it is the point in time where mankind achieves its highest
production output of oil. Now as much as I hate being boxed into a corner by statisticians and
geo-statisticians (the worse!), I must admit that those who’ve been fitting curves to production data and predicting the end of cheap (?) oil are probably correct in general. Even
though their track record of prediction on exactly when this will happen has not been stellar.
Perry Fischer, Editor of World Oil, is responsible for identifying 2006/2007. Fischer’s editorial
comments are consistently a good read and in a recent column he looked at the preliminary
production data for 2007. In this data, he believes that he has detected a production decline
from 2006 to 2007. Fischer’s cursory analyses is believable partly because of his tongue-incheek style and because he appears not to have a pony in the peak oil debate race.
I admit to a warring internal dualism. I want to believe that our actions can prevent many
things from happening, but I simultaneously fear that many events will inevitably happen
regardless of our action or inaction. With these heavy thoughts on my mind I checked myself
into to the hospital to have an appendectomy. The mixture of apocalyptic thoughts and
anesthesia put me in a near hallucinogenic state. In the recovery room a vision came to me.
I was in a coffee shop reading a Times-Picayune from the year 2012. Here is what I can
remember:
Houston, TX (API) – The Mayor and Board of Supervisors of Harris County Texas have begun
simultaneous peace and armistice negotiations with the country of Venezuela and five West Texas
Counties. For the past two years Harris County has been waging war with Venezuela and West
Texas in order to secure its strategic need for oil and limestone needed for the production of cement
and concrete. Harris County’s Armies have struggled in the last six months. Its largely immigrant
soldiered army has been demoralized and ineffective ever since a 200’ high wall was completed
along Texas’ southern border. Harris County is now pursuing a public, mass transportation option to
solve it’s strategic needs. In a press release, Houston major Eric Zimmerman stated that “the war
was fun at the beginning, but that he believes that he can implement a peaceful solution that will
reduce Harris County’s concrete and oil dependency by 40% in two years.” As part of the plan, the
County announced that half of the 38 lanes of the Katy Freeway would be converted to space for a
light rail line, bus lanes, and a linear skate park.

I then awoke in the recovery room feeling little effect from the anesthesia in the most peaceful
and hopeful of states.

Toby…

Southeastern Geophysical Society

Reflections

April 2008

11

April Mental Moment

Mental Moment (yet another logic puzzle)
In one room there are three light switches. In another room, there are three lights with standards
100 watt light bulbs. You can not see from one room into another without passing through a door.
Is there a way of finding out which switches go to which lights by only passing through the door
once?
If you think you have the answer, please give me an e-mail: Tim.M@Chevron.com
( Remember: Brain Good / Web Bad )
-----------------------------------------------Here is the answer to the March puzzle:
The only thing wrong with the question that was asked last month was that it was worded very
poorly. The total of their room was 30$ at first, then it was reduced down to 25$. Since each
person paid 9$ each, this totals 27$, the room was 25$ and the bell boy self-tipped himself 2$ :
25$ + 2$ = 27$. The 30$ does not enter into the final calculation because it is no longer part of
the equation.
First Vice-President

Southeastern Geophysical Society

Reflections

April 2008

Tim M.

12

Southeastern Geophysical Auxilary
by Rosemary Austin

On Thursday February 14th, Valentine’s Day, Auxiliary members were the honored guests at the
monthly SGS membership meeting held at the LePavillon. As part of the Valentines Day theme we
each were presented with a beautiful pink rose and a heart shaped box of candies. Following the
wonderful lunch we watched an interesting video and still photography pre-sentation about the “Deep
Gulf of Mexico Dive Program”.
On Thursday March 6th we had a fun day at the races at the fairgrounds race track. The 7th race was
named in our honor and we presented the winning horse’s owner a trophy in the winners circle. We
all had fun, some of us were winners and we decided to make this an annual event.
Our next event will be on the north shore with a luncheon at Dakoda’s Restaurant. On April 17th we
will have lunch at the Colonial Country Club.
Happy Spring!

Rosemary

Valentine’s Day at LePavillon

A Day at the races…
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PGS.
Clearly Better.
Crystal I

Crystal continues...
Wide Azimuth Multi-Client 3D

» 580 deepwater Gulf of Mexico blocks
» Ramform technology and efficiency advantages
» Proven portfolio of Wide Azimuth
data processing technologies

Crystal II

» Full Azimuth Tomography
» 3DSRME
» Pre-stack Depth Migration
» Kirchhoff
» WEM
» Beam
» RTM

Oslo
Tel: 47-67-52-6400
Fax: 47-67-52-6464

London
Tel: 44-1932-260-001
Fax: 44-1932-266-465

Houston
Tel: 1-281-509-8000
Fax: 1-281-509-8500

Singapore
Tel: 65-6735-6411
Fax: 65-6735-6413

A Clearer Image

www.pgs.com

CGGVeritas0408SCS.qxd

3/12/08

2:46 PM

Page 1

Walker Ridge Jack/Julia Discoveries Narrow Azimuth

Walker Ridge Jack/Julia Discoveries Fast-Trax Wide Azimuth

For a superior image just say WAZ!
Allow us to widen your perspective with Walker Ridge WAZ data. The WAZ imaging
difference couldn’t be clearer. Fast-Trax data is now available.

DATA LIBRARY WITH A DIFFERENCE

Contact:
CGGVeritas Marine Data Library
+1 832 351 8501

cggveritas.com/marinelibrary

ATL-07-12364 DPFA Ad 1.qxp

3/13/2007

3:05 PM

Page 1

Bring Your Reservoir Into Focus.

The latest 3DVSP technology from Baker Atlas and VSFusion
focuses on providing you with the best structural image of your reservoir.
The industry’s most experienced experts focus on designing surveys that
deliver the results you must have.
Our DPFASM (Deep Penetrating Focused ArraySM) patented source, tuned specifically
for high-resolution VSP surveys, when combined with the 32+ level digital receiver
produces the best survey data.

For more information, visit our website www.bakerhughes.com
© 2007 Baker Hughes Incorporated.

In addition, our VS3 processing package optimizes the velocity model while
our 3C-3D Vector Migration focuses precisely on the location of each reflection
point, ensuring you receive the most accurate structural image possible.
Why wouldn’t you want the best structural image available?
…for planning your next well, for greater confidence in your reserve calculations,
for reducing your risk, for the accuracy of your reservoir characterization, for…

A Baker Hughes - CGGVeritas Company

T h e

B E S T

C h o i c e

ZEPHYRS BASEBALL
NOGS/SGS OUTING
MAY 9, 2008 (Game starts at 7:PM)
COST:
$5.00 per person
SEATING: Near Homeplate
INCLUDES: $6 Ballpark Dollars
(can be used for food, drinks, souvenirs )

There will be fireworks after the game!!!

Zephyrs ( Mets ) -vs- the Fresno Grizzlies ( Giants )
To make your reservations contact Annette at
the NOGS office
Phone: 504-561-8980
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Got prints?
Golf photos are courtesy of Arthur Christensen. Arthur will have copies of all
photos available for pickup at the next SGS luncheon. For additional copies
speak with Arthur before or after the presentation.

Again, a big thank you to all of our participants
and volunteers who made this event such a big
success…
Southeastern Geophysical Society

Reflections

April 2008

21

GPI continues to expand our 3-D database in the Gulf
Coast to include onshore, state waters, along with Federal
shelf and deep water Gulf of Mexico.
Larry Galloway
Phone: 985-727-6720
Email: larry@geopursuit.com
Web: www.geopursuit.com
NEW ORLEANS . 985-727-6720 . 2895 Highway 190, Suite 227Mandeville, LA 70471
HOUSTON . 713-529-3000 . 3501 Allen Parkway . Houston, TX 77019

935 Gravier Street
New Orleans, LA 70112
(504) 592-6000
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S.G.S. Executive Committee
SGS Company Representatives:
PRESIDENT – Toby Roesler
ENI Petroleum
toby.roesler@enipetroleum.com

(504) 593-7937

1st VICE PRESIDENT – Tim Maciejewski
Chevron
(985) 773-6148
tim.m@chevron.com
2nd VICE PRESIDENT – Don Dubose
WesternGeco
(504) 592-5105
ddubose@new-orleans.westerngeco.slb.com
SECRETARY – Tin-Wai Lee
Shell Explor. and Prod. Company
(504) 728-4288
T-W.Lee@shell.com
TREASURER – Ken Reynolds
Chevron
(985) 773-6288
kreynolds@chevron.com
EDITOR – Rod Stafford
Chevron
(985) 773-6122
rstafford@chevron.com
PAST PRESIDENT – Richard Fossier
CGGVeritas
(832) 351-8939
richard.fossier@cggveritas.com
PRIOR PAST PRESIDENT and WEBMASTER
Richard Mongan
Baker Atlas
(504) 561-7915
richard.mongan@bakeratlas.com

Southeastern Geophysical Auxiliary Officers
President- Rosemary Austin …………….……...…..... (504) 737-9697
Vice President – Glenda Evans
Secretary – Claudia Marquis
Treasurer – Claire LaPointe
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