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April SGS
Short Course & Luncheon
Thursday, April 10th
Short course : 8 AM – 5 PM
Luncheon: 11:30 AM – 1 PM

One Shell Square Annex
Short course + luncheon
$125.00 pp for SGS, NOGS and
SPE members

Luncheon only
$30.00 pp (member)
$35.00 pp (non-member)
Students free

RSVP
Erin Brenneman
e.brenneman@chevron.com

Featured Geological Picture
This month’s cover picture is from Alvin Chan, who braved a -35 deg C
evening in Iqaluit to bring us beautiful pictures of the Aurora Borealis. These
dancing curtains caused by collision of charged particles in the atmosphere
have inspired a wealth of superstitions and folktales over history.

President’s Corner
Dear SGS Members,

A few weeks ago we held the annual SGS golf
tournament at the Tchefuncta Country Club and
the event was a resounding success in many
conceivable ways. First, we not only achieved our
goal of raising funds for our scholarship program
but indeed exceeded the total amount collected
that was raised last year by almost 50%. The
tournament was also very well-attended with 18
teams vying for top prize and bragging rights this
year. Lastly, those of us who were able to attend
were rewarded with one splendid Spring day to
spend time with our colleagues in a convivial
setting. The awesome crawfish served during
lunch and generous amounts of drinks certainly
helped lift our spirits. Overall, it was a truly
wonderful experience for everyone who
participated. The success of the event is especially
rewarding for us in the executive committee.
When we started our term, we set out with only
few milestones – back to this in a bit – and one of
them is to get the most out of our annual golf
tournament both as an avenue to raise scholarship
funds and foster camaraderie amongst the local
geophysical community. In behalf of the executive
committee, therefore I would like to extend our
heartfelt thanks to our many sponsors as well as
prize donors and all of you who either participated
in the actual golf tournament or those who
contributed in making this year's tourney an
emphatic success.
Now back to milestones, when we started our term
the Execom also set out to conduct a talk or short
course that will garner attendance from the
broadest audience in the local community of
exploration and production geoscientists. On this

the Execom also set out to conduct a talk or short
course that will garner attendance from the
broadest audience in the local community of
exploration and production geoscientists. On this
note, I'm honored to say that based on preregistration statistics, we have perhaps outdone
ourselves because not only were we able to find a
lecturer who can make both geologists and
geophysicists sit down and listen but we were able
to add reservoir or petroleum engineers to boot!
See, our host for this month's presentation,
actually it is a combined short course and
luncheon talk, is Dr. Kurt Marfurt, an exDistinguished Lecturer for SEG and his subject of
expertise lies in the intersection of the three broad
subsurface disciplines involved in exploring and
producing hydrocarbon. The topic of Dr. Marfurt's
lectures will be seismic attributes and their
applications as tools for exploration and
production. Interestingly, the principles utilized
for interpreting seismic attributes are quite wellknown or readily utilized by many reservoir or
engineers hence the diverse demographics of the
course attendees is not surprising.
On a more personal note, I'm slowly realizing that
my term as an SGS chairperson is filled with some
fortuitous twists. This is a subject that I will return
to once more in my closing remarks on our May
newsletter however for now, it is worth
mentioning that Dr. Marfurt was one of my
advisors during graduate school at University of
Houston. It just seems that his coming over to give
a short course that will cater to all subsurface
disciplines fell on our lap and everything we Page 2

Houston. It just seems that his coming over to
give a short course that will cater to all
subsurface disciplines fell on our lap and
everything we needed to do was provide a
venue. Of course it helped a great deal as well
that both Chuck Holman and Steven Bodreaux,
Presidents of the New Orleans Geological
Society and Society of Petroleum Engineers
Delta Section respectively, responded
enthusiastically to our invitation to co-sponsor
this event. The SGS Execom is thus deeply
grateful for the support that both the NOGS and
SPE members showed for Marfurt's short
course.
So in closing, I am deeply honored to relay to
y'all the auspicious outcome of our recent
activities. Once more I'd like to thank everyone
for your continuous support. And as I
mentioned in our newsletter last month, as SGS
members it would be nice to have a signature
event or two to look forward to every year. I
believe that both the annual golf tournament
and Spring (Distinguished) Lecture are the
perfect one-two combination to culminate our
yearly slate of activities. I hope this is a practice
that can be replicated in the succeeding years.
By the way, speaking of one-two combos, this
Saturday my country's boxing hero Manny
“Pacman” Pacquiao will fight a formidable foe in
Timothy Bradley. Just wishing he'll deliver the
same knockout performance that our current
SGS Execom is doing and redeem himself for his
controversial loss to Bradley. Yes, this
geophysicist loves boxing so wish me luck!

- Julius

Upcoming Luncheon Presentation
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Note From the Editor

sgseditor@yahoo.com

Hi Folks!
Hope everyone had a good time at the SGS annual Golf Tournament!
Look for photos from the event to trickle in by the next newsletter.
Congratulations to Toby Roesler for winning the petrified wood raffle
and all the winners of the golf contests. It was a successful fundraiser
for our annual scholarship fund, which is now open to eligible children
or grandchildren of current members. The application for the
scholarship is included in this issue. A full list of sponors and
contributors to follow as well.
We are still in need for SGS executive committee nominations!
Please do consider either becoming an officer yourself, or nominating
someone for the 2014-2015 season.
As always, remember to renew your membership and we are on the lookout for sponors and advertisers.
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Focus on Fundamentals
This is a section designed for members to share easy-to-read, high quality scientific journal articles to be used
as learning resources for novices and refreshers for experienced scientists. The articles are not limited to the
geophysics discipline. The collection of this section will be added to the ‘Useful Links’ of the SGS website for
future reference. Only the name of the journal, issue number and page numbers are provided in consideration
of copyright issues.
All SGS members, please share your recommendations with our SGS editor for monthly publication in the
Reflections.

"Seismic attributes for prospect identification and reservoir characterization”
Chopra, S. and K. J. Marfurt
Society of Exploration Geophysicists, Tulsa, OK 456p.
This month we have Kurt Marfurt as both our short course offering and our monthly technical luncheon. If you
cannot make the course or luncheon, here is a reference book for reservoir characterization. He also has
another book with SEG, ‘Seismic attribute mapping of structure and stratigraphy’ from 2006 for his
Distinguished Instructor Short Course series. Marfurt has an impressive list of books and journal publications,
many on the value of volumetric curvature attributes and display of spectral attributes.
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Southeastern Geophysical Auxiliary News

Please contact Rosemary Austin for additional information
(504) 737-9697
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Information for Advertisers: 2012-2013
Benefits:






Support the geophysical community and geophysics in southeastern Louisiana
Exposure to major oil companies and independents working onshore as well at the Gulf of
Mexico
Advertisements are published monthly (September-May) in the society newsletter.
Advertisements to be published in the membership directory
Logos for full page advertisers are displayed on the SGS website along with a link to the
advertisers’ own websites

Rates:





Full Page: $1800.00
Half Page: $900.00
Quarter Page: $500.00
Business Card: $200.00

7.5” X 10”
7.5” X 5” or 3.75” X 10”
3.5” X 5” or 7.5” X 2.5”
3.5” X 2”

Please contact Emily Chapp (985) 773-6308 or SGSeditor@yahoo.com

List of Advertisers

SGS would like to thank the following advertisers for their support in 2012-2013:



PGS



IGC



TGS



LLog



SEI



Chevron



CGGVeritas



FugroJason



Shell



Geophysical
Pursuit Inc
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Word on the Street
This section is a collection of recent headlines that are related to activities in our backyard that we would like
to bring to your attention. Please go to the source website for details.

Latest news from the BSEE/BOEM website: [http://www.bsee.gov/ ; http://www.boem.gov/]









BOEM announces $5mil contract opportunity for sand resource data acquisition for Hurricane Sandy
projects on the Atlantic
Secretary Jewell announces oil and gas leave sales garner $872 million in high bids covering 1.7 million
acres in GoM
BOEM to assess competitive interest in site of proposed wave energy test center offshore Oregon
TV special on GoM Coral Wonderland features BOEM’s 40 year endeavor of monitoring Flower Garden
Banks coral communities coincides with Louisiana Public Broadcasting “Window in the Waves” special
BOEM publishes proposed adjustment to the limit of liability for offshore facilities that cause oil spills
BSEE published notice in Federal Register inviting public comment on updated National Preparedness
for Response Exercise Program Guidelines to be accepted through April 30, 2014
BSEE Alaska Region Director Mark Fesmire traveled to Iceland for Arctic Council’s Task Force on Oil
Pollution Prevention as task force co-chair
BSEE Senior Advisor Allyson Anderson participated in panel discussion at TransTech STEM Academy at
Francis L Cardoza senior high school in Washington DC

Latest headlines from RIGZONE : [https://www.rigzone.com/news/region.asp?r_id=1&c_id=&lxd=365]


Oil spill from partially submerged barge at entrance to Houston Ship Channel cleanup efforts continue
off Texas gulf shore



Competency key for US Gulf electrical work, as hazardous area inspection and certification experts
state shortage of qualified electricians



Energy XXI to buy EPL Oil & Gas for $1.53B to become largest public oil and gas producer on the US
Gulf of Mexico shelf



Petrobras touts record production at GOM Cascade, Chinook fields as two new wells bumps production
to 40,000 barrels per day

Page 13

Odds and Ends


Rough diamond hints at vast quantities of water inside earth
http://www.theguardian.com/science/2014/mar/12/rough-diamond-water-earth-wet-zone



EU struggles to convince US to export gas under trade pact
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/03/14/eu-usa-trade-idUSL6N0MB2MS20140314



Wireless electricity? It’s here
http://edition.cnn.com/2014/03/14/tech/innovation/wireless-electricity/index.html?hpt=hp_c5

General News & Announcements
Upcoming SGS Events:




Seismic Attribute short course and seismic clustering luncheon presentation April 10th
Sign up now! http://www.sgs-neworleans.org/ Under Meetings/Luncheons tab
2014-2015 SGS Executive Committee election
Scholarship applications now accepted!

Upcoming SEG events:










Online abstract submission for 2014 Annual Meeting Technical Program in Denver is open
SEG/AGU Summer Research Workshop is now accepting abstracts for Advances in Active
+Passive “Full-Wavefield” Seismic Imaging: From Reservoirs to Plate Tectonics
Call for SEG Special Awards Judges at the 2014 Intel International Science & Engineering Fair 1116 May in California
Call for papers for SEG’s 1st International Microseismic Technology workshop 17-22 August in
North Carolina
Upcoming SEG Continuing education training courses
Seismic Interferometry for Exploration and Production 12-13 May
Seismic diffractions – modeling, imaging and applications 12-13 May
Seismic Methods for Unconventional Resources 14-15 May
High Performance computing 14-15 May

We are actively looking for sponsors for our monthly technical luncheons. If your company would like
to participate, please contact Erin Brenneman [e.brenneman@chevron.com]

Please renew your membership online on the website, in person, or by letter. We need your support!
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Blast from the Past
In honor of April Fools, here are some popular hoaxes over the years:


Traveling Stones of Pahranagat Valley, a pseudo-scientific story of rocks
that were drawn together in moving masses to the valley’s magnetic center



Himalayan fossils, fingerprinted to other parts of the world, which led to the
questioning of the entire geological understanding of the region.



Piltdown man, a skull identified as early human in 1912, proved to be a orangutan jawbone combined
with a cranium of a modern human



Well to hell - a borehole in Siberia drilled so deep it broke into a cavity with 2000 deg F temperatures
and supernatural sounds. Thought to be based on the Kola superdeep borehole, 7.5 mi deep. Many
alternative versions of the story include miners in Alaska and Jacques Cousteau in the Bermuda Triangle.



Japan earthquake/tsunami spawned several internet hoaxes, such as the nuclear fallout map and
“medicines” to prevent radiation disease, as well as the ability to predict earthquakes based on stars.



The hollow Earth theory has persisted through time, described in numerous books, often with an interior
sun and subterranean kingdoms, or UFOs originating from within the earth.



The Orgueil Meteorite from the 1864 meteor shower in 1965 was found to contain an “extraterrestrial”
seed capsule, eventually discovered as a rush seed glued to the fragment.

Local History

Le Pavillon
Each month we have our monthly meetings at Le Pavillon. As fitting a
grand hotel in New Orleans, Le Pavillon has a rich history of traditions
and ghost stories. Did you know the hotel used to be named New Hotel
Denechaud? There is a tradition of PB&J? There is a petting zoo at
Easter? It is said to be haunted by four different ghosts? Each month
we will discuss a little tidbit about this beautiful hotel.

Paintings : Le Pavillon boasts two exceptional paintings. The first is the “Duchess of
Chievenon” (the lady in red), painted by Sir Peter Lely in the 17th century. Knighted in 1680,
this Dutch painter is known for his Restoration Period portraits of women as the dominant
portrait painter to the English court. The second is “The Belle of New Orleans”, a 19th
century portrait of a New Orleans matriarch whose family, falling on hard times, sold the
portrait on three conditions: she never leaves New Orleans, is the only female portrait in the
room, and her identity never be revealed. This picture, framed in gold leaf and carved
foliate, hangs in the Crystal Room.
- from lepavillon.com
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Membership Application
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Contact List

P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157
Web address: www.sgs-neworleans.org

* Please note the company representatives are currently being updated. If you see
anything that should be changed, please contact the editor at sgseditor@yahoo.com
Thank you!
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Calendar of Events

SGS event
Meeting/conference/forum
Festival/Holiday

SGS Executive Committee Elections
It is time to start thinking about participating on the Executive Committee for the 2014-2015 year. Below is a summary
of each elected position. If you are interested in nominating yourself or another college, please contact a current officer.
Elections will be held in April.
1. The President shall preside at the SGS and the Executive Committee meetings. The President shall call special meetings when
deemed advisable and shall appoint all committees except as otherwise herein provided. In the temporary absence of other officers,
the President shall assume their duties or delegate them.
2. The First Vice-President shall be Chairman of the Program Committee and be responsible for arranging the technical program of
the society. The First VP shall perform the duties of the President in the absence or disability of that Officer, and in case of the
President’s resignation, shall become President for the remainder of the term.
3. The Second Vice-President shall be Chairman of the Arrangement Committee and the Entertainment Committee; and jointly with
the Treasurer shall have authority to sign all written contracts and other obligations of the SGS.
4. The Secretary shall maintain a complete list of the membership of the SGS; shall keep a record of all meeting of the SGS and
Executive Committee; shall mail advance notices of meetings to all members; and shall notify the members by mail of proposed
amendments to the Constitution. The Secretary shall submit to the Secretary-Treasurer of the SEG a report of each meeting of the
society within two weeks after the meeting. The Secretary shall submit to the Secretary-Treasurer of the SEG the names of all
officers and committee members within two weeks after their election or appointment.
5. The Treasurer shall collect all dues and other obligations of the SGS; shall make disbursements authorized by the Executive
Committee and shall transact any other business ordered by the Executive Committee. The Treasurer shall report upon the condition
of the Treasury at the first meeting of each calendar year and at other times upon request of the Executive Committee. The
Treasurer shall forward, from time to time, his application for such portions of the expenses to be borne by the SEG as may be
needed to the Secretary-Treasurer of the EG and shall submit to him prior to the Annual Meeting of the SEG an itemized statement
of the expenditure of the funds received from the SEG during the preceding calendar year.
6. The Editor shall be in charge of the editorial business, shall submit an annual report of such business, and shall have the authority
to solicit papers and material for the regular SGS publication, and may accept or reject material offered for publication. The Editor
may appoint associate and special editors. The Editor shall be Chairman of the Publicity Committee.
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2014 SGS Scholarship
Eligibility Requirements:
 Applicant is enrolled or planning to enroll in college for the next academic year.
 Applicant is one of the following:
a. High school senior planning to attend college next fall
b. Undergraduate or graduate college student
 Applicant has not been a previous recipient of an SGS Scholarship award.
 Applicant is a daughter/ granddaughter or son/ grandson, of a current SGS member.
Note – It is the responsibility of the SGS sponsor to keep their membership current. If your sponsor is
unsure of their status, encourage them contact the SGS Secretary to determine if their membership is
up to date.
Application Procedure:
1. Complete the scholarship application form
2. Gather the required supporting documents
3. Deliver the form and documents to a member of the Scholarship Committee or mail documents to the
address below
Mailing Address
SGS Scholarship Committee
P. O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157
2013-14 Scholarship Committee
 Julius Doruelo, President
 Hao Zhou, Past President
 Jared Bosch, Prior Past President

The application and supporting documents must be received by the Scholarship Committee or post-marked by
April 30th. Applications will not be considered unless the required transcripts and letters of recommendation
are received by the Committee by the deadline.
Applications will be reviewed and awarded based on the following considerations:
 Academic achievement
 Community service and/or employment history
 Extracurricular activities
 Financial need
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Scholarship Application Form
Southeastern Geophysical Society
.

Section One: General Information
Date _______
Full Name of Applicant __________________________________________________________________
Home Address

________________________________________________________________________
(Number and Street)
________________________________________________________________________
(City)
(State)
(Zip Code)

Telephone

______________________________________________________________________

Date of Birth __________________________________________________________________________
Indicate Person who furnishes your principal financial support:
Parent ___ Guardian ___ Spouse ___ Self ___
Full name of this person if other than self: ___________________________________________
Employer:

__________________________________________________________________

Employer Address________________________________________________________________________
(Number and Street)
________________________________________________________________________
(City)
(State)
(Zip Code)
Major you intend take or are taking in College: _____________________________________
What professional career do you intend to follow? ___________________________________________
What Southeastern Geophysical Society member is your sponsor? _______________________________
What is your relationship to the sponsor? _____________________________________________

Section Two: Current Classification
Special Note: Section Two requires you to complete only the part applicable to your current classification (i.e., High School Senior,
Undergraduate, Graduate Student). Please complete only one part of Section Two
High School Senior:
Name of school now attending ___________________________________________________________
Address of school now attending _________________________________________________________
When will you graduate from high school? _________________________________________________
Include a transcript of your high school record for at least the last 3 years.
List courses now in progress ____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

It is important that two letters of recommendation from your science or mathematics teacher or school principal, in support of your
application, be requested by you and sent directly (by the teacher or principal) to the SGS Scholarship Committee.

In which College or University do you wish to enroll?
First Choice _____________ Second Choice ______________ Third Choice _____________
To which of these colleges have you applied for admission? ____________________________________
To which accepted? _______________________________________
SAT Test Scores: Math ____ Verbal ____ Date _______ ACT Test Score ___________________
List any scholastic honors you have received _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Have you been elected to any school office (list)? ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
What activities have you participated? ______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
What recreational activity or hobby outside of school interests you most? _________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Have you received any special recognition outside of school? __________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Have you participated in any community volunteer activities? ___________________________________
Undergraduate (Current Status)
Freshman ___ Sophomore ___ Junior ___ Senior ___
If a senior, will you be attending graduate school next year? Yes ___ No ___
Name of college or university now attending ________________________________________________
Will you attend this school next year? Yes ___ No ___ New school ___________________________
Include a transcript of your college grades and/or your high school record.
It is important that two letters of recommendation from faculty members, in support of your application be requested by you and
sent directly to the SGS Scholarship Committee.
SAT Test Scores: Math ____ Verbal ____ Date _______
ACT Test Score: ___________________Date _______
GRE scores: ______________________Date _______

List any scholastic honors you have received _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Have you been elected to any school office (list)? ____________________________________________
Other activities in which you have participated. ______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
What recreational activity or hobby outside of school interests you most? _________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Have you received any special recognition outside of school? __________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Have you participated in any community volunteer activities? ___________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Graduate (Current Status)
M.S. ____ M.A.______ Ph.D. ____
Name of college or university now attending ________________________________________________
Will you attend this school next year? Yes ___ No ___ New school ___________________________
When do you plan to receive the ___________ Degree? ___________________
Include a transcript of your grades for your college career.
It is important that two letters of recommendation from faculty members, in support of your application be requested by you and
sent directly to the SGS Scholarship Committee.
GRE scores: ________________ Date ________
List any scholastic honors you have received _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Have you been elected to any school office (list)? ____________________________________________
Other activities in which you have participated. ______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
What recreational activity or hobby outside of school interests you most? _________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Have you received any special recognition outside of school? __________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Have you participated in any community volunteer activities? ___________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

Section Three: Financial Information
How do you plan to finance your education? __________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

List any jobs held in the last three years. An attached resume would be desirable.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

List all scholarships that you have been awarded including the value of each.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Briefly list and explain any time gaps that may have occurred in the pursuit of your education, i.e., full time employment, armed
forces, etc.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Please furnish additional information, which you feel the Committee should have in considering your application.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Applicant Signature _____________________________________________

Date __________________

Parent or Guardian Signature _____________________________________
(High School Seniors only)

Date __________________

