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December
Luncheon
Thursday
December 9th, 2010
11:00 – 1:30 PM
Le Pavillon,
833 Poydras Street, New Orleans,
LA 70112
in the
Denechaud Ballroom
Menu
Chef’s Choice
$30.00 pp (member)
$35.00 pp (non-member)

This Month’s Sponsor

The Jurassic Norphlet Formation of the Deep Water
Eastern Gulf of Mexico: A Revisit of the Sedimentology of
Aeolian Systems & Comparisons to both the Modern
Namib Desert and Ancient Cedar Mesa Analogues
Speaker:
John B. Wagner Nexen Petroleum, Inc. Dallas, Texas
ABSTRACT
Aeolian systems consist of dune and interdune deposits that are intimately
associated with a variety of extradunal facies (e.g., wadi, sabkha,
sandsheet, alluvial fan, etc.). The Jurassic Norphlet Formation is
extensive buried Aeolian sandstone first discovered in 1922 in Norphlet,
Arkansas. Recent drilling in the deepwater eastern Gulf of Mexico, utilizing
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high resolution 3D seismic has led to further seaward extension of this
vast Aeolian system.
Aeolian strata interpreted includes dune deposits characterized by
grainflow, grainfall, and wind ripple, as well as interdune deposits with dry,
wet, andevaporitic interdune elements. Reservoir properties of these
Aeolian systems are shown to be related to primary depositional
processes and post-depositional diagenetic modifications. Within these
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Aeolian reservoirs, sub layers of variable reservoir quality are shown to be
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directly related to the differential distribution of stratification types and are
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key to understanding the permeability anisotropy observed both vertically

SGA PHOTOS & NEWS ........................ 15
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION ............ 17
ADVERTISER INDEX............................. 18

and horizontally. Analogs to this study include the modern Namib Desert
in Namibia, Africa and the ancient Cedar Mesa (Permian) in Utah. Coauthors: S. W. Douglas and R. J. Moiola.
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BIOGRAPHY
Dr. Wagner received both his B.S. and M.S.

Foundation Annual Research Conferences

degrees

State

and was the 2009 President of GCSSEPM.

University in Baton Rouge and his Ph.D. in

In addition to his role as Chief Geologist for

geology at The University of Texas at Dallas. He

Nexen Petroleum U.S.A., John is currently a

joined Nexen Petroleum in December of 2000 as

Research Associate Professor at Southern

Sedimentologist for Deep-water Exploration and

Methodist University in Dallas, Texas, where

Development and is currently Chief Geologist for

he serves as graduate advisor and teaches

Nexen Petroleum U.S.A. Prior to joining the

graduate

petroleum industry with Mobil Research &

sedimentology and has published over 30

Development in 1987, his work ranged from field

papers and abstracts.

in

geology

from

Louisiana

geologist in Alaska, to manager of a seismic
crew, to coastal geologist for the Louisiana
Geological Survey Coastal Geology Program.
John was a scientist on board the 1985
USGS/IOS GLORIA survey of the deep-water
Mississippi Fan, Gulf of Mexico which was a
significant

expedition

in

regards

to

our

understanding of deep-water submarine fan
systems. He is a member of both the AAPG and
SEPM and has served on Program Committees
for the Gulf Coast Section Society of Economic

courses

in

the

field

of

His work travels have taken him from the
rivers and streams of Sakhalin Island Russia,
to the coast of Vietnam, to the jungles and
mountains of Bolivia and Argentina. His
primary research interests are focused on
siliciclastic
modern

depositional
and

sedimentology,
depositional

systems

ancient,
reservoir

systems

both

sandstone
architecture,

analysis,

and

understanding the various allocyclic and
autocyclic controls that influence deposition.

Paleontologists and Mineralogists (GCSSEPM)

All of us here are the Southeastern Geophysical Society would like to thank Greg Gaudet for his service as
2nd VP and we are sorry to see you go, but we wish you and your family the best of luck for the move to
Houston. We would like to thank Don Dubose for stepping up and taking over the 2nd VP duties. Cheers to
you both!
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Bring Your Reservoir Into Focus.

The latest 3DVSP technology from Baker Atlas and VSFusion
focuses on providing you with the best structural image of your reservoir.
The industry’s most experienced experts focus on designing surveys that
deliver the results you must have.
Our DPFASM (Deep Penetrating Focused ArraySM) patented source, tuned specifically
for high-resolution VSP surveys, when combined with the 32+ level digital receiver
produces the best survey data.

For more information, visit our website www.bakerhughes.com
© 2007 Baker Hughes Incorporated.

In addition, our VS3 processing package optimizes the velocity model while
our 3C-3D Vector Migration focuses precisely on the location of each reflection
point, ensuring you receive the most accurate structural image possible.
Why wouldn’t you want the best structural image available?
…for planning your next well, for greater confidence in your reserve calculations,
for reducing your risk, for the accuracy of your reservoir characterization, for…

A Baker Hughes - CGGVeritas Company

T h e
Southeastern Geophysical Society
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President’s Corner by Ken Reynolds
Home for the Holidays
Many of us in the Society are not natives of
Louisiana, but either by choice or by chance,
the New Orleans area has become our home.
It is funny how life sneaks up on you. Without
warning, hometown scrambles to visit family
and friends for the holidays have been
replaced by celebrations in Louisiana. For
those of us who will be in town for the
holidays, I can think of no better way to spend
a December evening than to hear great music
played for a great cause. On Thursday,
December 23rd, the NOCCA Institute, the
House of Blues, and the Daniel Price family
host the “Home for the Holidays” event at the
House of Blues. The gathering is a benefit for
the Daniel Price Memorial Fund for Aspiring
Artists, honoring the memory of Daniel Price
http://www.danielpricememorial.org/.
Daniel Price is a New Orleans native who
attended Benjamin Franklin High School and
the New Orleans Center for Creative Arts
(NOCCA) from 1989 to 1993. After receiving
his Bachelor in Fine Arts degree from
Southern Methodist University, Daniel moved
to San Francisco where he was murdered
while protecting his wife in 2003. Before his
tragic death, he had become a highlyrespected artist whose paintings and murals
can be found in restaurants and historic
homes in New Orleans and San Francisco.
Throughout his brief career, Daniel credited
NOCCA for development of his artistic skills
and the love of fine art.
NOCCA is a pre-professional arts training
center that offers secondary school students
instruction in dance, media arts, music,
theatre arts, visual arts, and creative writing.
Over 95% of NOCCA graduates continue on
to college and conservatory programs
throughout
the
United
States,
with
approximately 80% of those students being
awarded scholarships. Admission to NOCCA
is by audition only. Initially maintained by the
Orleans Parish School Board, the school
became a state agency in 2000, offering
tuition-free instruction for all Louisiana
students who meet the audition requirements.
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Daniel's parents established the Memorial
Fund to provide outstanding graduates of
NOCCA an opportunity to attend postsecondary school to study fine arts.
Donations to the fund are welcomed
through the NOCCA Institute, a nonprofit
organization that provides support and
advocacy for the NOCCA. Not only is
"Home for the Holidays" an event with a
purpose; it is a celebration of Daniel Price's
life. A $30 ticket will gain you access to the
celebration featuring the Rebirth Brass
Band, Kermit Ruffins & the Barbeque
Swingers with Amanda Shaw and Shamarr
Allen, the Eric Lindell Trio with Stanton
Moore and Thomas Johnson, Jonathan
Batiste Band with Herlin Riley, and
Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue with
James Andrews and Rockin’ Dopsie Jr. For
those interested in a higher level of
commitment to the cause, arrive early and
spend $125 for a patron party and silent
auction that includes a buffet dinner and
open bar. Entertainment for the patron
party is provided by the NOCCA Jazz Band
and everybody’s favorite, John Boutte.
Located at 2800 Chartres Street, NOCCA
has been an asset to the New Orleans
community since its establishment in 1973.
There are numerous graduates who have
gone on to successful careers in the arts.
Included among those famous alumni are
Jonathan Batiste and Trombone Shorty,
both of whom are performing at this year's
"Home for the Holidays" benefit. As I write
this, Thanksgiving Day is on the horizon,
and as the saying goes, "Thanksgiving is a
time to give thanks." All of us are thankful
for family and friends, and this year I am
adding the people of New Orleans to my
Thanksgiving list -- New Orleans people like
Daniel Price, Trombone Shorty, Jonathan
Batiste, and their families; families who want
to give the children of New Orleans the
opportunity to reach their ultimate potential
in life.
Hope to see you there!
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Fall Sponsors
In October and November, the Society held its Fall Membership Drive Social and Fall
Technical Symposium. While both events were successful, the Executive Committee
was very pleased to have 63 attendees at the Technical Symposium. Our success is
made possible through the continuing support of our sponsors.


Membership Drive Social
o Geokinetics
o Seitel
o WesternGeco



Technical Symposium
o Chevron
o LLOG Exploration
o Stone Energy

Thank you,
Ken Reynolds, SGS President

Information for Advertisers: 2010-2011
Benefits:






Support the geophysical community and geophysics in
southeastern Louisiana
Exposure to major oil companies and independents working
onshore as well at the Gulf of Mexico
Advertisements are published monthly (September-June) in the
society newsletter.
Advertisements to be published in the membership directory
Logos for full page advertisers are displayed on the SGS website
along with a link to the advertisers’ own websites

Rates for 10 issues:





Full Page: $1800.00
Half Page: $900.00
Quarter Page: $500.00
Business Card: $200.00
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Report back from SEG Council 2010
Annual Meeting – Denver, CO
SGS Representatives/Former Presidents: Albert Brown, Pisces & Richard Mongan,
Chevron

With the important and historic Council vote to ratify the changes to the Articles of Incorporation
and the Constitution and Bylaws of the SEG that the Governance Reform Subcommittee have
been working on the past few years, Steve Hill, the then SEG President, convened Council early
on Sunday morning October 17th for an extraordinary discussion. Normally the Global Affairs
Council would meet the Sunday morning of the Annual Meeting with Council in Session the
Sunday afternoon. Global Affairs was relegated to a time later in the week.
Steve Hill invited frank and spirited discussion in the morning session which was not subject to
the usually adopted Council rules of 2 minutes per speaker, 2 times at the mic with a topic
having a maximum length of 20 minutes. The agenda sought to address the following:
1. Alter the Articles of Incorporation so that SEG Council governs.
2. Alter the Constitution and Bylaws so that a newly created ExCom governs with
proportional representation built in by some redistricting scheme based on Active
member equalization between regions etc. etc.
3. The contradiction between these Society documents raises legal questions about the
authority for SEG’s actions globally and is exacerbated by yearly tax documentation e.g.
the IRS Form 990 being signed only by the current ExCom.
The Society formed in Colorado in 1947 is a corporation via the Articles of Incorporation filed in
Oklahoma in 1983. ExCom is effectively a Board of its Directors however the Bylaws and
Constitution make Council the Governing Body able to ratify or revoke ExCom decisions. This
they do at a ceremonious couple of hour gathering the Sunday afternoon before the Icebreaker
at the Annual Meeting. Here outgoing officer’s reports are read and incoming officers are
introduced. A gavel is handed to the new President who then takes office and given little to no
dissent the minutes are approved and that is Council.
There have been a number of reasons cited that change is necessary for the Society and then
what that change should be. Having yearly terms of officers on ExCom was considered
detrimental. Firstly it would take a few months for an incumbent to learn what their function was
to be, they would perform it for a few months and then wind down after elections had been
decided to hand over their position. It was postulated terms of two and three years should be
introduced to increase the functionality/output of the officer and to aid in overall continuity. In
the background the SEG Office staff from Tulsa, Oklahoma, is keeping the SEG going.
Interestingly I wondered about the longevity of Council Members. In the 6 years I have attended
the meetings I see the same old faces…
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Another argument that was bandied around is that Council doesn’t really do anything but vote
OK to what the ExCom has done or a certain segment seems deliberately to oppose change.
This really is a double edged sword with me as nobody seeks to empower the Council more
than a few hours every year. There is no reason not to utilize modern methods of
communication and the Governance Review/Reform Committee did just that earlier in the year.
Over 50% of the organized societies responded to Joe Reilly’s questionnaire and especially the
ones who had the largest representation of Active membership. Additionally all members of
Council attend Council as a result of e-mail communication. So when these methods are used
they seem to work. In reverse, SEG Council have historically asked ExCom to be more open
with reports of their meetings. This did not happen. There are a number of people who attend
Council and are keen to do more for the Society but are not being reached out to. The old
adage applies, communication is a two way street. ExCom should give Council members
distinct job responsibilities and use the electronic world better to enable the Council to work
better.
Getting back to the meeting; many spoke passionately for and against; wanting more diversity,
hoping active member representation would not be diminished. Some, for the motion, wanted a
vote there and then to stop the p-ing contest… One person that really swayed the floor against
the motion though was ex-President Craig Beasley. What your SGS representatives and a fair
number of others took exception to were the sweeping changes (137 of them someone quoted)
which ultimately boiled down to a single yes/no vote to them all, going too far, too fast.
Individually a lot of these changes are vitally important things that need doing now for the good
of the Society but it is similar to the riders one gets with Healthcare bills - be careful of what
might come with it. That something might be an expanded ExCom reducing the function of
Council which by its passing could effectively be a start in voting themselves, as a Council and
what’s its functional intent was originally written as, out of existence. Other concerns on the 3year terms are the time commitment a person would have to make when running for office.
Could they afford to or would an employer be prepared to release an employee for such a
length of time? These long term directorships would need to be staffed by philanthropist types
or retirees…
Lunch came and the Houston Geophysical Society brought forward their proposal, leaving it up
on display on the projector in the ballroom while people lunched in an adjoining room – one
could go read and debate if they so wished. HGS were proposing another reform committee be
established to finally thrash out what is needed to be done once and for all with regard to
governance in an orderly fashion. Conversation at the various dinner tables may have been
organized so that a staunch proponent of change would attempt to sway any dissenters in the
midst. It seemed that way…
Council itself

Council began by the introduction of the present and future ExCom, the SEG office staff etc.
and it was announced 59 Society Representatives were seated and entitled to vote thus a
quorum was established. Officer reports were delivered and then it was on to the business of
society reform.
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A motion was brought to debate the Houston Geophysical Society proposal then or later. This
was defeated 34-25. So, later.
Back to the SEG agenda which was stated as:
1. Create a new Board of Directors
2. Remove any ambiguity over who’s in charge
3. Remove legal liability to Council Members
If the vote was yes, the proposal would be put to a vote of the active rank and file members of
the Society. If we got a no vote then things would continue as is.
A motion to stop this debate there and then, seeing as we’d been going at this most of the day
already, was defeated 35-22. After the allotted time of further discussion we went to the main
vote.
Firstly the result counted 39-21 in favor. To be carried it had to get two thirds of the votes
present, not just a simple majority. The result was firstly called into dispute as there were too
many votes. Council itself was recounted establishing those eligible to vote.
Steve Hill could only vote if his vote cast/split a decision. Seeing as one member voting the
other way could bring that situation into effect there was a move to recount which upheld 34-27.
The revote then tallied 39-22. Lots of discussion ensued where the extra couple of votes were
coming from but eventually Steve Hill presided and announced the motion had been defeated.
Two thirds of those voting had not been reached.
The next agenda item dealt with redistricting Japan and Azerbaijan – carried 57-4.
Next the vote on Shirley Domenico as Parliamentarian – unanimous 61-0
Any Other Business: Houston Geophysical Society’s presentation to implement a new
governmental review committee was brought up and then it was decided to be tabled to another
time with HGS charged with keeping everybody up to speed with developments. You can email Lee Lawyer for a copy of their presentation (which I plan to – I also plan to get involved in
their discussions and will report back on occasion to you all).
Steve Hill wrapped up the meeting and ceremoniously passed the gavel. Klaas Koster, the new
President, spoke a few words of thanks to the previous committee and the office staff.
No real governmental reform path forward was established and the only thing I have heard
since the meeting is a whinge that there were 3 Australians present who were allegedly entitled
to vote and would have voted yes. However 42-22 is still not two thirds but 43-21 first time
around could have been… Where were these guys, during all the recounts to establish who
was eligible to vote or were two of them the ones that took the initial total to 61?
The story continues in San Antonio 2011.
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Crystal III, East Breaks

MultiClient Wide Azimuth
• Size - 480 OCS blocks
• Focus - Sub-Salt Miocene & Paleogene
• Technology - TTI Beam and RTM Imaging
• Delivery - Available Q4 2010

Houston
Tel: +1 281 509 8000
Fax: +1 281 509 8500

Oslo
London
Tel: +47 67 52 6400 Tel: +44 1932 37 6000
Fax: +47 67 52 6464 Fax: +44 1932 37 6100
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Everyone had a great time at the
Southeastern Geophysical Society’s
membership drive at Rock ‘n’ Bowl in
October!
SGS would like to thank our Sponsors!
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W

e would like to wish everyone the very best for a happy
and above all a very safe Holiday Season! From all of
the officers here at the Southeastern Geophysical
Society.

Seasons Greetings!
Dee Smith
SGS Editor
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Southeastern Geophysical Auxiliary

Rosemary Austin and Martin Richard
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Narrow Azimuth

Wide Azimuth

US Marine Library
Gulf of Mexico - Alaminos Canyon
CGGVeritas is pleased to announce the delivery of the Three Corners Wide Azimuth
survey. This new Western Gulf of Mexico dataset incorporates the latest CGGVeritas
advancements in depth imaging. Please contact your CGGVeritas Sales Manager for
further details.

Contact:
+1 832 351 8501
librarysaleswh@cggveritas.com

Southeastern Geophysical Society
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Southeastern Geophysical Society
Membership Application Form
Fiscal Year
June 1, 2010 – May 31, 2011

We are updating our records, please fill out all information

Member Information:
Name:
First

Last

Professional Membership:
SEG Status:

Active

Primary Address:

Associate

Business

Student

Not a Member

Home

Company
Address

Phone
E-mail

Secondary Contact Information: (This will only be used if we can not contact you with the primary information)
Phone
E-mail
Cash:
Dues are $25
( $10 for students : must show Student ID )
Please make Checks payable to SGS and mail to:
SGS Secretary
P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, La. 70157-7141
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Date Paid:
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P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157
Web address: www.sgs-neworleans.org
Advertiser Index
Baker Hughes.....................................................3
Chevron .............................................................5
SEI......................................................................5
Geophysical Pursuit, INC. ..................................7
SEISCO..............................................................7
PGS..................................................................11
Fairfield.............................................................13
CGGVeritas ......................................................16

SGS Excutive Committee
SGS Officers
PRESIDENT- Ken Reynolds
Chevron USA Production Company
kreynolds@chevron.com
1st VICE PRESIDENT - Toby Roesler
Stone Energy
roeslerta@stoneenergy.com
2nd VICE PRESIDENT - Don Dubose
Schlumberger
ddubose@slb.com
SECRETARY - Christy Gautre
Shell
christy.gautre@shell.com
TREASURER - Jared Bosch

SGS Company Representatives 2010-2011
Tel: (985) 773-6288

Sara Davis
Steve Dennis
Nick Dray
Richard Fossier
Larry Galloway
David Gillis
Mark Growdon
Kathy Hannigan
Jim Harley
Dee Smith
Juliette Ioup
Kevin Jordan

-

Seismic Ventures
Halliburton
Baker Hughes
CGG
Geophysical Pursuit
Schlumberger
Chevron
ENI Petroleum
Eagle Geophysical
BOEMRE
UNO
PetroQuest

s_davis@seismicventures.com
steve.dennis@halliburton.com
nicholas.dray@vsfusion.com
rfossier@cgg.com
larry@geopursuit.com
gillis1@new-orleans.oilfield.slb.com
magrowdon@chevron.com
kathleen.hannigan@enipetroleum.com
jimharley@yahoo.com
dee.smith@boemre.gov
jioup@uno.edu
kjordan@petroquest.com

Chevron USA Production Company
Tel: (985) 773-6251
jared.bosch@chevron.com
EDITOR - Dee Smith
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management Regulation and Enforcement
dee.smith@boemre.gov
Tel: (504) 736-2706
PAST PRESIDENT - Eric Zimmermann
LLOG Exploration
Tel: (504) 833-7700
ericz@llog.com
PRIOR PAST PRESIDENT - Tim Maciejewski
Chevron USA Production Company
Tel: (985) 776-6148

Dale Lambert
David Lynch
Jim McCarty
Shawn Porche
Michelle Pou
Tony Rebecca
Kelly Landry
Brenda Reilly
Jeff Rowe
Kurt Sellers

-

IO
Shell
ANKOR Energy
E-Seis
TGS
Paradigm
WesternGeco
Energy Partners LTD
Fugro
PGS

dlambert@i-o.com
david.lynch@shell.com
jmccarty@ankorenergy.com
sporche@e-seis.com
mpou@tgsnopec.com
trebec@paradigmgeo.com
klandry@new-orleans.westerngeco.com
breilly@eplweb.com
jrowe@fugro.com
kurt.sellers@pgs.com

tim.m@chevron.com
WEBMASTER - Richard Mongan
Chevron USA Production Company

Karen Sontag
Layne Williams
David Schwartz

-

ION
Seismic Exchange
Fugro

karen.sontag@iongeo.com
lwilliams@seismicexchange.com
dschwartz@fugro.com

Claudia Lopez

-

Fugro

clopez@fugro.com

Tel: (504) 593-3615

Tel: (504) 592-5010
Tel: (504) 453-8242

Tel: (832) 854-5725

richard.mongan@chevron.com
SGS Outreach Officer - Lisa Dwyer Kennedy
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement
lisa.kennedy@boemre.gov
Tel: (504) 736-2794

SGA Officers
PRESIDENT- Rosemary Austin
VICE PRESIDENT - Glenda Evans

Tel: (504) 737-9697

SECRETARY - Claudia Marquis
TREASURER - Claire La Pointe
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