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December SGS
Luncheon
Thursday
December 12th
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

Le Pavillon
Gravier Room
$30.00 pp (member)
$35.00 pp (non-member)

RSVP
Erin Brenneman
e.brenneman@chevron.com

Featured Geological Picture
This month’s cover picture is another one courtesy of Duane Johnson, taken
on a California geology field trip earlier this year. This one of gorgeous
tidepools.

President’s Corner
Dear SGS Members,

In our newsletter last month, I touched upon the
various November traditions observed similarly in
New Orleans and in the Philippines. In particular, I
noted how back in my home province, we look
forward to November each year because it signals
the end of the typhoon season. When I wrote
about how communities are bound stronger by
their shared experiences with typhoons, which is
what hurricanes are called in Western Pacific, little
did I expect that my declaration would be tested so
gravely and so soon.
As probably all of us know by now, Haiyan, a
Category 5 storm hit the islands in the central part
of the Philippines last November 8 wreaking havoc
to the region of the country collectively called
Visayas. Worst hit was Tacloban in the island of
Leyte, where at least 5900 souls perished in what
supposedly was the strongest recorded typhoon or
hurricane to ever make landfall. The typhoon
produced a 20-ft storm surge that basically razed
Tacloban – a city the size of New Orleans – to the
ground. Most of us have seen by now pictures of
the devastation caused by Haiyan. These are
scenes of horror that very few of us can ever
imagine. And with us, I mean y’all folks who grew
up or lived in New Orleans or the Gulf coast all your
lives. In addition, the aftermath staggered even
Filipinos who experience 10-15 typhoons a year,
many of which pack Category 2 winds. Indeed,
TIME magazine in its report following the
catastrophe, labeled the Philippines as the world’s
hurricane-impervious people in the world were left
in deep shock when we saw the tragic landscape
that Haiyan left in its wake.We at SGS will have our

most storm-exposed country. So it really speaks
volumes that perhaps the most typhoon or
hurricane-impervious people in the world were left
in deep shock when we saw the tragic landscape
that Haiyan left in its wake.
I too am Visayan. My home city is Iloilo, the
largest in the island of Panay. Haiyan made
landfall in the northern part of Panay just after it
slashed through Leyte. It is only because the
storm’s eye passed Iloilo city to its left that my
own family were spared the same tragic fate that
the people of Tacloban experienced. Yet towns
and cities to the right of the storm’s eye or north
of Iloilo were not so fortunate. The same
destruction that we see in Tacloban was wrought
upon these coastal communities. If there’s any
respite to the affected areas in Panay, it’s that
their casualties were in the hundreds instead of
thousands.
Three days after the storm I made the decision to
go home and do the little that I can to help the
victims in my home province. Various factors
prompted my decision to go home. First is to be
with my family and to be in solidarity with my
fellow Ilonggos or the people of Panay who were
less fortunate (just to keep it simple, the Visayans
consist of at least three subgroups of people based
mainly on the dialect or language we speak.. the
people of Tacloban, Leyte for instance are called
Warays). Second, I wish to hand over my
donations directly to the victims. There’s more
than enough depressing stories of generous
donations being pilfered by unscrupulous
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donations directly to the victims. There’s more
than enough depressing stories of generous
donations being pilfered by unscrupulous
individuals and agencies back home that I’d rather
sacrifice a bit of time and money than bear the
sickening thought of the assistance I extended not
reaching their intended beneficiaries. Lastly, I also
wanted to get a first hand account of the hard
work that is being done by everyday people to
alleviate the miserable conditions on the ground
and in the process establish connections with
reliable relief and rehabilitation organizations
which can serve as conduits for future donations.
As short as my visit was – I was home for barely
seven days, three full days of which I did some
volunteering work – it will take another entire
president’s corner to narrate my stories for that
entire week. Thus, I’ll only focus on two of the
most uplifting narratives I have personally
experienced.
One immensely upbeat story to share is that of the
people of Islas de Gigantes, a small group of islands
to the north of Panay. This is one of those paradise
islands many of you would see in post cards.
Located about 15 miles offshore, its distance from
major cities or economic centers allowed it to
maintain the pristine but unsophisticated lifestyle
one typically associates with an island way of life.
This also means that the people have no easy or
direct access to electricity, hospitals or structurally
robust concrete infrastructures to shelter them
from hazards that Mother Nature regularly
unleashes. Yet, a core group of village volunteers
from Gigantes with only a modicum of formal
education and a few months of disaster mitigation
training, were able to prepare and react to the
typhoon’s onslaught with outstanding composure
that the entire population, all 12,000-plus strong
did not suffer a single casualty. To put in context
how remarkable this achievement is, the nearest
economic center with all the concrete
infrastructures, roads and media connectivity to
allow convenient evacuation or shelter from the

economic center with all the concrete
infrastructures, roads and media connectivity to
allow convenient evacuation or shelter from the
typhoon suffered over 100 casualties. What this
showed is that with enough training and
preparation, the lives of people in even the most
vulnerable island or coastal communities can be
saved during a catastrophic typhoon or hurricane
even if their properties will all be destroyed. This is
a very important learning that I wish to convey to
my fellow geophysicists in SGS and the New
Orleans community. We have the capability to
avoid deaths if we put value on people’s lives over
anything else.
Another story is that of a coastal village also
located north of Iloilo or right smack where Haiyan
made landfall. The village, called Sitio Malipayon,
which ironically translates to Happy Village, is
where I distributed most of the donations that I
have collected or purchased from the generous
donations that SGS folks and fellow Shell
geophysicists contributed. The relief distribution
actually occurred a day before the US Thanksgiving
holiday so in a roundabout way, the SGS donors
actually shared thru me their Thanksgiving
blessings to the victims of Haiyan. After the
distribution of goods, Wilhelma, the village elder
who was a unfaltering woman in her 50s stood and
thanked the volunteers for coming out on our own
and giving the 40 families of Happy Village items
that they direly need on a daily basis. Bear in mind
that these folks were rendered homeless for all
intents and purposes. What Manang Willie, as her
constituents fondly call her (Manang is a
designation of respect), said next struck me to the
core. She basically thanked all of us who donated
and helped alleviate their immediate situation but
she added that what they really need is to be able
to get back to work and earn their livelihoods. Her
appeal not to be fed but to be assisted in earning
their keep was absolutely epic. It was made in
behalf a people who despite their misfortunes
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refuse to feel sorry for themselves and instead,

their keep was absolutely epic. It was made in
behalf a people who despite their misfortunes
refuse to feel sorry for themselves and instead,
choose to hold up their heads high in dignity and
move on. This petition is echoed by many other
typhoon-ravaged coastal communities, whose
population consists of rather poor but genuinely
hardworking fisherfolks (apparently both men and
women participate in subsistence fishing so it’s not
quite right just to say fishermen). Thus, I left with
the feeling that with appropriate course of action,
this circumstance of misery can be considered as
an opportunity for rousing transformation.
Christmas is fast approaching and for many of us,
this holiday marks the season of giving. So in the
spirit of continued support for the victims of
typhoon Haiyan, I would like to extend the appeal
of Manang Willie. Let us lend a helping hand to
those who suffered Nature’s wrath in the
Philippines, by providing them the means to fish
instead of giving them canned tuna. The SGS is a
legitimate non-profit organization that can be used
to channel our donations to some of the volunteer
groups back home that are doing the heavy lifting
in terms of directly handing over the assistance to
the affected families in a fully accountable and
transparent manner. In the coming days, more
information will be provided by the SGS EC as to
how the donations to these organizations will be
handled but rest assured that whatever little
financial assistance we can extend will go a long
way in directly easing the burden of the
communities razed down by typhoon Haiyan.
In closing, I’d just like to go back to what I wrote
last month about how shared experiences build
stronger communities. For many years, I could not
imagine why people of New Orleans would come
back to help rebuild the city ravaged by Katrina
since there’s sufficient reason to believe that such
a severe hurricane will one day happen again. Not
until I saw what happened to my region did I fully

a severe hurricane will one day happen again. Not
until I saw what happened to my region did I fully
understand the profoundly strong albeit silent
plead that one feels in his or her heart to not give
up when a symbol of their beginnings is put in
peril. Once more I am reminded that in the long
run, communities are fostered by common
experiences. Once more I am reminded that in the
long run, communities are fostered by common
experiences. That I got nudged to take the SGS
chairmanship this year is on more levels than one a
special Christmas gift that y’all gave to me and to
my fellow countrymen, who endured the worst of
Nature’s fury. For by taking this role, you folks
made me appreciate that many times the best gift
one can receive and offer in return is the simple act
of sharing the burden of someone who is less
fortunate. For all its worth, Haiyan made the
notion of Christmas truly relevant to all of us. So in
behalf of all the recipients of your generous
donations and possible future assistance, I extend
my heartfelt thanks.

Merry Christmas everyone!

- Julius

December Luncheon Presentation

Experience with time-lapse monitoring using
ocean bottom nodes in deepwater fields
By Dr Paul Hatchell

Abstract:
Experience with time-lapse monitoring using ocean bottom nodes in deepwater fields
Ocean bottom nodes have good characteristics for time-lapse seismic monitoring because of
the ability to accurately repeat source and receiver locations and a reduced impact of currents
and surface facilities as compared with towed streamer surveys. In deepwater environments,
the use of both the up-going and down-going wave-fields allows us to produce two images of
the subsurface with similar 4D signals but different 4D noise and a weighted stacking
technique is developed and shown to significantly suppress the 4D noises while preserving the
4D signal. The excellent time-lapse repeatability achieved with nodes means that we can
acquire dedicated high-quality 4D data with short turn-around time at cost levels low enough
to make it affordable to repeat such data acquisition programs reasonably frequently. This
method, called instantaneous 4D or (i4D) enables monitoring of fast reservoir changes such as
those occurring in the vicinity of water injection wells.

Speaker Biography:

Dr. Paul Hatchell, Principal Technical Expert for 4D reservoir monitoring, Shell
Paul Hatchell joined Shell in 1989 after receiving his PhD in theoretical physics from the
University of Wisconsin. He began his career at Shell’s Technology Center in Houston and
worked on a variety of research topics including shear-wave logging, quantitative seismic
amplitude analysis, and 3D AVO applications. Following a 4-year oil and gas exploration
assignment in Shell’s New Orleans office, Paul returned to Shell’s technology centers in
Rijswijk and Houston where he is currently a member of the Areal Field Monitoring team and
Shell’s “Principal Technical Expert” for 4D reservoir monitoring.

Photo Wall
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Patricia Yu
Note From the Editor

sgseditor@yahoo.com

Hi Folks!
Once again we have come to the end of another year. For those who have been coming to the luncheons, you
may have noticed we have a new raffle event – drop in your business card for a chance to win gas cards and
other prizes. Hope it has been a productive and fun year for all, and have a safe and happy holidays. As always
there are a range of holiday events and festivals to be had, so check out the calendar for upcoming events. We
will see you all next year!
Regarding Julius’ message, you can read more about what is being done at http://www.rebuildproject.org.ph/,
a site built with support from SGS donations. Thanks to all that contributed.
If you haven’t already, please consider renewing your membership to not only support our local geophysical
network, but also for benefits at luncheons and socials, and access to scholarships. I would also like to
reiterate our call for sponors and advertisers.
As always, we welcome any articles or pictures to be shared with our community.
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Focus on Fundamentals
This is a section designed for members to share easy-to-read, high quality scientific journal articles to be used
as learning resources for novices and refreshers for experienced scientists. The articles are not limited to the
geophysics discipline. The collection of this section will be added to the ‘Useful Links’ of the SGS website for
future reference. Only the name of the journal, issue number and page numbers are provided in consideration
of copyright issues.
All SGS members, please share your recommendations with our SGS editor for monthly publication in the
Reflections.

Rocks under strain : Strain-induced time-lapse time shifts are observed for depleting
reservoirs
Paul Hatchell and Stephen Bourne. The Leading Edge, December 2005, v. 24, p. 1222-1225, doi:
10.1190/1.2149624
This month Dr Paul Hatchell will be here to talk about deepwater ocean bottom node monitoring. You can
read up on previous work done by this speaker as well as gain some background knowledge of time-lapse
observations in this Focus on Fundamentals article. For additional 4D information on another part of the
world, check out Time-lapse (4D) effect and reservoir sand production pattern in a mature North Sea field by
Sunday Amoyedo, Roger M. Slatt and Kurt J. Marfurt, v. 30 no. 9 p. 1020-1025 doi: 10.1190/1.3640525. Dr
Marfurt will be giving our SGS 1-day short course offering in 2014.
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Southeastern Geophysical Auxiliary News

Upcoming SGA Events for the year:
TBA
Please contact Rosemary Austin at (504) 737-9697
for RSVP and additional information.
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Information for Advertisers: 2012-2013
Benefits:






Support the geophysical community and geophysics in southeastern Louisiana
Exposure to major oil companies and independents working onshore as well at the Gulf of
Mexico
Advertisements are published monthly (September-May) in the society newsletter.
Advertisements to be published in the membership directory
Logos for full page advertisers are displayed on the SGS website along with a link to the
advertisers’ own websites

Rates:





Full Page: $1800.00
Half Page: $900.00
Quarter Page: $500.00
Business Card: $200.00

7.5” X 10”
7.5” X 5” or 3.75” X 10”
3.5” X 5” or 7.5” X 2.5”
3.5” X 2”

Please contact Emily Chapp (985) 773-6308 or SGSeditor@yahoo.com

List of Advertisers

SGS would like to thank the following advertisers for their support in 2012-2013:



PGS



IGC



TGS



LLog



SEI



Chevron



CGGVeritas



FugroJason



Shell



Geophysical
Pursuit Inc
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Word on the Street
This section is a collection of recent headlines that are related to activities in our backyard that we would
like to bring to your attention. Please go to the source website for details.

Latest news from the BSEE/BOEM website: [http://www.bsee.gov/ ; http://www.boem.gov/]



BOEM authorizes dredging of offshore sand to restore NASA’s Wallops Island shoreline eroded by
Hurricane Sandy
Milestone cleared for second wind energy research lease offshore Virginia

Latest headlines from RIGZONE : [https://www.rigzone.com/news/region.asp?r_id=1&c_id=&lxd=365]


BP pushes technical limits to tap extreme fields



Noble touts duo discovers in GOM, offshore Israel

Odds and Ends


EU imposes duties on biodiesel from Argentina, Indonesia
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/11/21/eu-trade-biodiesel-idUSL5N0J631620131121



Iran, Iraq put OPEC on notice of big oil increase
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2013/12/03/opec-iran-idUKL5N0JI32X20131203



Japanese corporation proposes huge lunar power station
http://www.wired.co.uk/news/archive/2013-11/28/japan-moon-power-plant



Ukraine to sign $4bln oil and gas deal with Eni and EDF
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/11/27/ukraine-energy-deal-idUSL5N0JC24820131127



Statoil delays UK field development worth up to $7bln
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2013/11/22/uk-statoil-britain-idUKBRE9AL0FE20131122
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General News & Announcements
Upcoming SGS Events:
January
February

Klaas Koster
Manika Prasad

Also upcoming: Kurt Marfurt, Ken Matson,
Joint NOGS meeting

Other SEG news:

Nick Moldoveanu
Evolution of marine acquisition technology
after wide azimuth
Permian Basin Geophysical Society
Dec 11, Midland TX

Renew SEG membership for 2014!
2014 Distinguished Lecturer Peter I Pecholcs
Geophysics 101 – first 3 lectures of Leon Thomsen now available online

We are actively looking for sponsors for our monthly technical luncheons. If your company would like
to participate, please contact Erin Brenneman [e.brenneman@chevron.com]

Please renew your membership online on the website, in person, or by letter. We need your support!

Blast from the Past

Seismic Exchange Inc sponsors the
2012 SGS Fall Social at
The Bulldog Mid-City

Last year the Obama administration offered the first of the new Five Year Program lease sales, with Chevron
nabbing the highest bid with $17,221,217 for Block 546
A decade ago SGS was chowing down on cream of mushroom soup, chicken piccata, and bread pudding while
listening to N. Ross Hill talk about model-based methods for predictive suppression of seismic multiples
in deepwater.
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Local History

Le Pavillon
Each month we have our monthly meetings at Le Pavillon. As fitting a
grand hotel in New Orleans, Le Pavillon has a rich history of traditions
and ghost stories. Did you know the hotel used to be named New Hotel
Denechaud? There is a tradition of PB&J? There is a petting zoo at
Easter? It is saidto be haunted by four different ghosts? Each month we
will discuss a little tidbit about this beautiful hotel.

Christmas celebration : Enjoy the splendor of the annual holiday decorations as the hotel dresses up!

~ from www.lepavillon.com
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Membership Application
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Contact List

P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157
Web address: www.sgs-neworleans.org
SGS Excutive Committee
SGS Officers

SGS Company Representatives 2013-2014

PRESIDENT- Julius Doruelo
Shell

Sara Davis

-

Seismic Ventures

s_davis@seismicventures.com

j.doruelo@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-4086

Steve Dennis

steve.dennis@halliburton.com

1st VICE PRESIDENT - Eric Zim m erm ann
LLOG Exploration

Bob Moore

Halliburton
Baker Hughes
CGG

Tel: (985) 801-4338

Richard Fossier

-

Tel: (985) 773-6212

Larry Gallow ay
David Gillis
Mark Grow don

-

Geophysical Pursuit
Schlumberger
Chevron

larry@geopursuit.com
gillis1@new -orleans.oilfield.slb.com
magrow don@chevron.com

Tel: (504) 425-7303

Kathy Hannigan
Jim Harley
Diana Smith

-

ENI Petroleum
Eagle Geophysical
BOEMRE

kathleen.hannigan@enipetroleum.com
jimharley@yahoo.com
dee.smith@boemre.gov

Juliette Ioup
Kevin Jordan

-

UNO
PetroQuest

jioup@uno.edu
kjordan@petroquest.com

Dale Lambert

-

IO

dlambert@i-o.com

David Lynch
Jim McCarty

-

Shell
ANKOR Energy

david.lynch@shell.com
jmccarty@ankorenergy.com

Shaw n Porche

-

E-Seis

sporche@e-seis.com

Michelle Pou
Tony Rebecca

-

TGS
Paradigm

mpou@tgsnopec.com
trebec@paradigmgeo.com

Kelly Landry

-

WesternGeco

klandry@new -orleans.w esterngeco.com

Brenda Reilly
Jeff Row e

-

Energy Partners LTD breilly@eplw eb.com
Fugro
jrow e@fugro.com

Kurt Sellers

-

PGS

kurt.sellers@pgs.com

Karen Sontag
Layne Williams

-

ION
Seismic Exchange

karen.sontag@iongeo.com
lw illiams@seismicexchange.com

David Schw artz

-

Fugro

dschw artz@fugro.com

Claudia Lopez

-

Fugro

clopez@fugro.com

ericz@llog.com
2nd VICE PRESIDENT - Erin Brennem an
Chevron USA Production Company

e.brenneman@chevron.com
SECRETARY - Christy Gautre
Shell

christy.gautre@shell.com
TREASURER - Robin Broussard
Shell

Tel: (504) 425-7437

robin.broussard@shell.com
EDITOR - Patricia Yu
Shell

Tel: (504) 425-6364

patricia.yu@shell.com
PAST PRESIDENT - Hao Zhou
Shell

Tel: (504) 425-7027

hao.zhou@shell.com
PRIOR PAST PRESIDENT - Jared Bosch
Chevron USA Production Company

Tel: (985) 773-6251

jared.bosch@chevron.com
WEBMASTER - Richard Mongan
Chevron USA Production Company

Tel: (832) 854-5725

richard.mongan@chevron.com
SGS Outreach Officer - Lisa Dw yer Kennedy
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement
lisa.kennedy@boemre.gov
Tel: (504) 736-2794

Robert.moore3@bakeratlas.com
rfossier@cgg.com

SGA Officers
PRESIDENT- Rosem ary Austin

Tel: (504) 737-9697

VICE PRESIDENT - Glenda Evans
SECRETARY - Claudia Marquis
TREASURER - Claire La Pointe

* Please note the company representatives are currently being updated. If you see
anything that should be changed, please contact the editor at sgseditor@yahoo.com
Thank you!
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Calendar of Events

SGS event
Meeting/conference/forum
Festival/Holiday
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