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Global Climate Change
Presented by
H. Leighton Steward
Chairman, PlantsNeedCO2.org Foundation
ABSTRACT
The science regarding the impact of man-made carbon dioxide (CO2), or of CO2 in general, in
causing global warming has not been settled. The speaker will present educational illustrations
relating to the factors that influence climate change to a greater or lesser degree. From these factors
and other climate related illustrations, the audience can draw its own conclusions on what is causing
climate change although the speaker will share his own opinions. The interactions of factors that affect
climate change are very complex but a few major conclusions stand out. There are at least 18 climate
drivers (causes) of climate change. Changes in Earth's temperatures have been shown to precede
changes in CO2 levels by several hundred years. A cause does not follow an effect. CO2's capacity to
trap additional heat radiated from Earth's surface declines very rapidly, logarithmically, as CO2 levels
increase so additional CO2 being added today is having very little effect on Earth's temperatures.
Empirical evidence, the ultimate test of a hypothesis does not support a significant role of CO2 in
causing climate change and therefore the hypothesis that CO2 is causing global warming is false.
Additionally, the speaker will present concise evidence, summarized from thousands of peer reviewed
studies, that adding more CO2 to Earth's atmosphere would be very beneficial to humanity and the
plant and animal kingdoms. You will find that your industry, inadvertently, has played a major role in
the recent "greening" of the Earth and that you have become "greener" than those that claim to be so
"green" but insist that we try to lower the atmospheric CO2 levels.
BIOGRAPHY
Leighton Steward is a geologist, environmentalist, author, and former executive in the energy industry.
He spent 25 years of his career in New Orleans, first with Shell in managing their offshore division
lease sales in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s and then becoming CEO of LL&E in 1989 until 1997.
He has been chairman of the U. S. Oil and Gas Association, the Natural Gas Supply Association, and
the Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Association. Mr. Steward also represented the independent
sector of the energy industry on both Republican and Democratic Presidential Missions to the former
Soviet Union, Turkey, and Pakistan. He currently serves on the boards or board of visitors of EOG
Resources, the Southwest Research Institute, MD Anderson Cancer Center, the Buffalo Bill Historical
Center, and he is chairman of the Institute of Earth and Man at SMU. He is twice past chairman of the
Audubon Nature Institute and was chairman of the National Wetland Coalition for 10 years. Mr.
Steward has been presented with API’s Gold Medal for Distinguished Service, IPAA’s Carney
Cochran Award, AAPG’s Public Service Award, and the API’s 25 Year Club’s Distinguished
Leadership Award. He has written about the nation’s disappearing wetlands (Louisiana’s National
Treasure), global climate change (Fire, Ice, and Paradise), and even nutrition and health (Sugar
Busters), the latter having become a New York Times No. 1 Best Seller. His current interests are the
benefits of CO2 to humanity and the plant and animal kingdoms and the misplaced blame on CO2 for
causing global climate change.
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From the Board

by Mary Wildman

Greetings, Doodlebuggers.
Please note the different location for our January meeting. Instead of meeting at Le Pavillon as we
usually do, we will be the guests at the January meeting of the New Orleans Geological Society. This is
held at the Holiday Inn Superdome.
Also, the date of our February SGS meeting has been changed to February 4th in order to place it a little
further from the Mardi Gras holiday.
At a recent Executive Committee meeting, the officers of the SGS voted to increase the Society’s dues
from $20 to $25 for next year. It was noted that our membership now stands at 199 people, up from 140
the previous year. We also voted to invite college students into membership at no charge, and we hope
that this will encourage students to join, to attend events, and to mingle with their future colleagues.
We are working out the details of our spring golf tournament as well as a spring social, and we will
inform the membership when plans are finalized.
Wishing you each a healthy & prosperous New Year,
Southeastern Geophysical Society Executive Committee

SGS OFFICERS 2009-2010
Mike Schneider, ENI, First VP
Dave Gillis, Schlumberger, Treasurer
Mary Wildman, MMS, Editor
Eric Zimmermann, President, LLOG
Jared Bosch, Chevron, Secretary
Ken Reynolds, Chevron, 2nd VP

1 0 0 N o r t h P a r k B lv d
C o v in g t o n , L A 7 0 4 3 3
(9 8 5 ) 7 7 3 - 6 0 0 0
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Auxiliary News
Slim newsletter this month, folks, due
to the busyness of this time of year. No
pictures were submitted, no columns
filled my mailbox like they usually do. I
promise more interesting reading in the
next issue!
The Geophysical Auxiliary enjoyed an
evening of wine-tasting and Christmas
cheer at the home of Ed and Rosemary
Austin in December. Rosemary had
decorated her house to the max, and
all present enjoyed seeing one another
and sampling the bountiful food and
drink. We all thank Rosemary for
keeping the Auxiliary running from year
to year. I could tell that these ladies
value one another’s friendship!
January 21: Tea at the Ritz-Carlton!!
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Dear Members of the New Orleans Oil and Gas Community,
Next April 11th to 14th, The New Orleans Geological Society (NOGS) will host the 2010 AAPG Annual Convention and
Exhibition at the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center. This is a tremendous opportunity for The New Orleans Oil and Gas
Community to demonstrate our importance as an Industry hub and as an important part of our local community. For
example, at the AAPG Convention and Exhibition this past June in Denver, the AAPG website reports there was a total
attendance of 7,452, with 260 exhibiting companies. Also, as a reminder of AAPG’s international influence, 85 countries
had representative attendees. Some of the countries with the highest attendance representation included the following:
Country Attendees
United States
Canada
United Kingdom
Norway
Brazil
Columbia
China
Saudi Arabia
France
Australia
Netherlands

6,359
269
166
54
52
36
35
31
31
29
29

Also, the majority of the post-show survey respondents indicated that they would attend the 2010 Annual Convention and
Exhibition in New Orleans.
To date, financial support for the convention has been robust in spite of financial difficulties faced by many of our industry
colleagues. Currently, AAPG is at over 62% of the necessary sponsorship commitments needed to support the essential
convention services, but the deadline is approaching for the high visibility sponsorship recognition associated with the
printed convention portfolio.
We need your financial support to make the 2010 Convention a success. Now is the time, as members of the New Orleans
Community and the Oil & Gas Industry, to publicly demonstrate your commitment to bringing the high quality technical
program and exhibition that the AAPG has to offer to its members, through your generous financial contributions as
sponsors.
On behalf of AAPG and NOGS, thank you in advance for your generous support.
To make your sponsorship commitment, visit
http://www.aapg.org/neworleans/sponsorship.cfm for details on sponsorship;
or, go to: http://www.aapg.org/neworleans/documents/NOSponsorBrochure.pdf to directly download a copy of the
sponsorship brochure.
If you have questions regarding sponsorship items, feel free to contact me Robert Rooney at +1 (504) 832-3777,
robert.rooney@centuryx.com or Steph Benton at +1 918 560-2696, sbenton@aapg.org.
Sincerely,

Robert M. Rooney
AAPG Sponsorship Chairman
2010 Convention and Exhibition - New Orleans
robert.rooney@centuryx.com

(504)832-3777
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EXECUTIVE

SGS EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
2009-2010

Treasurer
Dave Gillis

(504) 592-5360

Schlumberger
1515 Poydras Street
New Orleans, LA 70112
Gillis1@slb.com

Past President
Tim Maciejewski
President:
Eric Zimmerman (985) 833-7700
LLOG Exploration
1001 Ochsner Blvd.
Covington, LA 70433
EricZ@llog.com

Editor:
Mary Wildman

st

1 Vice President:
Mike Schneider
(504) 593-7483
ENI Petroleum
1250 Poydras Street, Suite 2000
New Orleans, LA 70113
Michael.Schneider@enipetroleum.com

2nd Vice President:
Ken Reynolds
(985) 773-6288

(985) 773-6148

Chevron
100 Northpark Boulevard
Covington, LA 70433
TimM@chevron.com

(504) 736-2664

MMS, Mail Stop 5322
1201 Elmwood Park Blvd.
New Orleans, LA 70123
mary.wildman@mms.gov

Prior Past President:
Toby Roesler
(504) 593-7937
1250 Poydras Street, Suite 2000
New Orleans, LA 70113
Toby.Roesler@enipetroleum.com

Chevron
100 Northpark Boulevard
Covington, LA 70433
KReynolds@chevron.com

Webmaster:
Richard Mongan

Secretary
Jared Bosch

Chevron
1500 Louisiana Street
Houston, TX 77002
Richard.Mongan@chevron.com

(985) 773-6251

Chevron
100 Northpark Boulevard
Covington, LA 70433
Jared.Bosch@chevron.com

Outreach
Lisa Dwyer Kennedy (504) 736-2794
Minerals Management Service
1201 Elmwood Park Boulevard
New Orleans, LA 70123
lisa.kennedy@mms.gov

(832) 854-5725
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Phil Schearer, Sr. Sales Executive
P: 713.840.3383
F: 713.782.1829
C: 281.948.9312

From the Editor.............
By Mary Wildman

Phil.Schearer@geokinetics.com
1500 CityWest Blvd, Suite 800
Houston, TX 77042

Breaking in a New Digital Camera
I hope that in the future, you’ll be seeing more pictures of our members and
meetings in the newsletter.
My little $89 Kodak camera, which I had not by any means mastered, was
lifted from me at Christmas by one of my children. And why not? I bought
myself a new Nikon with a viewfinder. I found it really awkward to take pictures
with my arms extended and my subject on a screen, like the Kodak required.
Holding the camera steady from that posture was a bit of a problem also, as
was viewing the screen in bright daylight. So, I have upgraded to a
discontinued Nikon D40. It’s only a 6 megapixel camera, but the techie guys I
work with assure me that 6 is plenty and that going beyond 6 only creates
huge files in one’s computer. They say that unless I am making poster-sized
prints, my eye will never detect the difference between 6 and, say, 10 megapixels.
So stay tuned, and I will start practicing with my new toy. With any luck, some
of my photos will be worthy of presentation. Maybe by the time the golf
tournament rolls around, I’ll be proficient and comfortable with thing. Here’s
hoping!
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A recent visitor to N.O. commented to me, “In New Orleans, you can paint your house
whatever color you want, and it’s okay with everybody.” The picture above, in the
Carrollton area, attests to the veracity of that statement. No neighborhood Architectural
Review Boards operating here!
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President’s corner by Eric Zimmermann
It has certainly been another challenging year for Gulf operators. Prices have been on a roller
coaster; the 2008 storm season was destructive, and gas production has far outstretched the
demand. Operators have been running to the resource play, where the drilling is more
predictable and the costs are more manageable. This combination makes the results look very
attractive to shareholder - and there is no storm risk involved.
The Gulf has a long history of being a tremendous energy producing basin. The number of
times operators have gotten hot and cooled on the Gulf is too numerous to count. Even now as
people are rushing onshore, there are some signs that the Gulf is seeing a new resurgence.
The first group joining the party are the new international companies. New players from China,
South America, and Europe are popping up and making considerable investments offshore.
With a friendly government, a ready market, and an oily deepwater, the investment looks very
smart for those outfits.
I think that 2010 will show much of the same. However, 2011 will be the year of the strong
return to the Gulf. Gas prices will be stronger, a little of the bloom and newness of the shale
play will be gone and the returns for Gulf players will outstrip land players.
Well, only time will tell, but we will certainly enjoy the ride.
Eric
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