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May SGS
Luncheon
Thursday
May 8th
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

Le Pavillon
Gravier Room
$30.00 pp (member)
$35.00 pp (non-member)

RSVP
Erin Brenneman
e.brenneman@chevron.com

Featured Geological Picture
This month’s cover picture was taken inflight from Louisiana to Washington
while over the upper Rocky Mountains near the Idaho Montana border
courtesy of Mark Sich. The Lolo National Forest was formed in 1906 from 4
different forests with biodiversity of both continental and maritime weather.
The Rockies stretch over 3k miles, formed 55-80 mil years ago during the
Laramide orogeny subduction, and shaped by glaciers.

President’s Corner

Dear SGS Members,

Just over a year ago and barely two months into
my transfer at New Orleans, my Shell colleague
Hao Zhou persuaded me into succeeding him as
the President of the SGS. I accepted the offer since
Hao's persistent prodding was coupled with
assurances that the responsibilities of leading the
organization is not a one-person job but is truly
shared by the members of the Executive
Committee. For me the challenge of presiding over
SGS is daunting not only because I was a newcomer
to New Orleans but more so because I knew very
few of our members. It's one thing to unpack your
moving boxes and find a safe and decent place to
call home. But it's definitely another thing to steer
the activities of a well-established and prominent
organization without knowing many of its
members. Yet, it is for this exact reason – that I do
not know many of you – that I stepped to the plate
and took my chance at bat. For I ultimately believe
that one only becomes part of a community if he or
she actively pursues to integrate with its members.
With a year's worth of mostly positive experience, I
come to the conclusion that taking on the
Presidency of the SGS was a truly fulfilling
endeavor. So in this final reflection letter of my
term, I would like to recount the activities which
highlighted the rewarding and successful year that
the SGS has achieved.
Two things were clear to me when I accepted the
SGS Presidency. First is that the diminished
number of new and younger geophysicists in town
makes it difficult to ramp up participation in SGS
activities.

number of new and younger geophysicists in town
makes it difficult to ramp up participation in SGS
activities. Nonetheless, New Orleans is such a
unique place that the second insight occurred to
me so naturally. The city stimulates in its residents
an intrinsic kinship, which effectively renders in
many SGS activities a remarkably unforced
atmosphere that is both meaningful yet free of
pretense. Both of these considerations played
majorly in the way the SGS Execom and myself
prepared for our annual slate of activities. To
entice attendance in our monthly luncheon talks
for example, we decided that the task of finding
speakers will be shared collectively by the Execom
members. As a result, there was built-in bias from
the onset toward more generalist topics that
attracted the most number of attendees.
Moreover, we made a very conscious and
concerted attempt to invite high-quality speakers
because even with our dwindled membership, we
reasoned that a reputable speaker will no doubt
large large turnout during our monthly luncheons.
True enough our efforts were rewarded with solid
numbers of lunch talk attendees. We have
averaged around 35 participants in our monthly
luncheon and equally notable is that our list of
speakers have included two past distinguished
lecturers from AAPG and SEG. Thus, we could
positively claim that our monthly lecture series
was successful in providing our members the
avenue to advance their professional knowledge.

The Execom also made it clear from the start that
we will take advantage of New Orleans locals’ Page 2

The Execom also made it clear from the start
that we will take advantage of New Orleans
locals’ predisposition to community celebrations
and gatherings. Consequently, we put extra
effort on hosting social events that will foster
camaraderie among SGS members and decided
to have at least one leisurely assembly for Fall
and Spring. Last November, we held a putt-putt
mini-golf tournament at the City Park (putt-putt)
golf park, which doubled up as a Halloween
costume competition. Close to 40 members and
their kids showed up in full garb and we were
able to find enough sponsors to pay for the
food, drinks and prizes. Our Spring social
gathering came in the form of the annual golf
tournament which we typically hold at
Tchefuncta Country Club at Covington. The
event was so successful that we ended up
raising 50% more funds for our scholarship
programs and other charity initiatives compared
to last year. By this metric, we can likewise
declare that our social gatherings were
resounding successes not only because it
promoted solidarity among SGS members but
more so because we were also able to raise
funds to sustain our various charitable
programs.
Another milestone of this past term is the first
tripartite hosting of a short course and luncheon
by the three major professional associations
related to the hydrocarbon exploration and
production that are based in New Orleans. Last
April 10, we co-hosted with the New Orleans
Geological Society and the Delta Section of the
Society of Petroleum Engineers a whole-day
class by Dr. Kurt Marfurt, an ex-Distinguished
Lecturer for the SEG. The event was noteworthy
in two respects – it was the first time that
members of all three professional societies cohosted and participated in a lecture altogether
and that the attendance was way higher than
anticipated that the SGS actually generated
sizable net revenue. These extra funds will be

and that the attendance was way higher than
anticipated that the SGS actually generated
sizable net revenue. These extra funds will be
channeled to our favorite charitable programs
for next year as well as provide us with cash to
pay for prospective speakers’ travel and/or
accommodations – an incentive that will help
the next set of Execom officers entice highquality speakers, especially those from
academia to come over and give lectures during
our monthly luncheon.
One more activity that exemplified the hugely
successful year that SGS had is one that bears a
very personal connection to me. As many of you
know my home province was struck last
November by Haiyan, a super typhoon – which
is monster hurricanes in the Philippines are
called – that is believed to be the strongest ever
recorded to make landfall anywhere in the
world. Left in Haiyan’s wake was utter
devastation that many of you have similarly
experienced during hurricane Katrina. In
hindsight it seems that my taking the Presidency
role was somehow guided, perhaps Divinely
because the shared experience of seeing our
respective home cities or province ravaged by a
natural catastrophe could not have been made
any more stronger. This strong connection to
your personal experience during hurricane
Katrina allowed me to summon your
tremendous generosity and consequently we
were able to raise significant contributions to
alleviate the plight of the millions of victims of
typhoon Haiyan. All of the funds I raised from
you and the donations you all gave were
distributed directly to the victims in the affected
regions. In fact, a considerable amount of the
funds you donated through me was used to
initiate a website – www.rebuildproject.org.ph by a parish group in my home city of Iloilo, that
channels cash donations from around the world
to a livelihood revitalization program that aims
to help the victims rebuild their lives not just to

channels cash donations from around the world
to a livelihood revitalization program that aims
to help the victims rebuild their lives not just to
hand them relief goods or dole outs. If only for
this reason alone, taking the challenge of
heading the SGS even with little preparation was
all worth it. Yes the decision to accept the
Presidency was indeed a fortuitous one but it
was made truly rewarding by the whole-hearted
help and assistance that you all have provided to
me. And for this I will be eternally grateful to all
of you.

together. Earlier when I invoked the uniqueness
of New Orleans as a city that breeds a palpable
sense of collectiveness in its residents it was
really in the hope that you all will be reminded
of the immeasurable benefits of being an SGS
member…and the impact we make to the
community if we act with genuine sense of
solidarity. And thus with my heartfelt thanks to
all of you who made my term as a President
memorable and measurably successful, I leave
with the challenge for each one of us to keep
the passion for SGS activities alive and burning.

So in closing let me say that we have achieved
tangible highlights in this past term which can
serve not only as benchmarks or blueprint for
succeeding SGS officers to emulate but more
importantly, I would say that these milestones
serve as reminders of what we can achieve
together. Earlier when I invoked the uniqueness
of New Orleans as a city that breeds a palpable
sense of collectiveness in its residents it was
really in the hope that you all will be reminded
of the immeasurable benefits of being an SGS
member…and the impact we make to the
community if we act with genuine sense of
solidarity. And thus with my heartfelt thanks to
all of you who made my term as a President
memorable and measurably successful, I leave
with the challenge for each one of us to keep
the passion for SGS activities alive and burning.

- Julius

- Julius

Upcoming Luncheon Presentation

Depositional processes of deep water Wilcox and associated
reservoir characteristics
By Dr John Wagner

Abstract:
Speaker Biography:

Seismic explosives have changed significantly over the last fifty plus years. Today’s
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ensured
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of geological and geophysical work and led the geologic evaluation of projects from exploration
presented.
through development. He provided technical expertise and training worldwide for depositional
systems analysis for projects predominantly in the Gulf of Mexico, the North Sea and West Africa.
Previously, John was a sedimentologist at Pioneer Natural Resources where he participated in the
company’s start-up and provided technical expertise in the analysis of deepwater and deltaic
systems worldwide.
As senior staff geologist at Mobil Oil, he addressed the company’s worldwide affiliates on sequence
stratigraphic analysis with emphasis on the relationship between fluvial-deltaic systems and
deepwater environments. Primary areas of investigation included the shelf and deepwater Gulf of
Mexico; offshore Vietnam; the eastern shelf of Sakhalin Island and West Siberia, Russia; the Jeanne
d’Arc Basin offshore Canada; the Carnarvon Basin on Australia’s northwest shelf; the U.K. and
Norwegian sectors of the North Sea; and the Madre de Dios Basin, Bolivia and Peru.
John also is a research professor at Southern Methodist University in Dallas where he teaches
graduate courses in sedimentology. In 2009, he received the prestigious A. I. Levorsen Memorial
Award for the best paper presented at the American Association of Petroleum Geologists Gulf Coast
Section meeting. He is past president of the Gulf Coast Section of the SEPM Society for Sedimentary
Geology.
John received bachelor of science and master of science degrees in geology from Louisiana State
University and holds a PhD in geology from the University of Texas at Dallas.
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Photo Wall

Thanks to Art Christensen for acting as photographer for our
annual golf tournament and crawfish boil. We appreciate
not only the sponsors, but also all the folks that donated
their time to come out to enjoy the beautiful day with us.
The proceeds go to our annual scholarship fund.
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STEM News
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Yu
Note From thePatricia
Editor

sgseditor@yahoo.com

Hi Folks!
It is hard to believe that we are back to our summer hiatus once again. Thanks to all of you that have
participated and supported this organization through another year, and we hope you have enjoyed it as well.
We hope you have a great summer and are back to see us in the fall! Historically, this will be the last
newsletter for the season, however there will a summer issue next month for a couple of reasons.
This issue contains photos from the Golf Tournament we held in March. However, due to the large number of
photos, only half are included here, with the rest to be presented in the summer issue of the newsletter (so if
you don’t see your photo, don’t breathe that sigh of relief just yet!). A great big round of applause and thanks
to all the Executive Committee members that pitched in to bring this event together, as well as the volunteers,
and the participants themselves. We would also like to acknowledge Art Christensen for all his continued
efforts to help us record these events for posterity.
Also upcoming will be the photos from the well attended Marfurt short course, courtesy of Tom Klekamp, as
well as additional information about next year’s EC and scholarship winners.
As always, remember to renew your membership and we are on the lookout for sponors and advertisers.
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Focus on Fundamentals
This is a section designed for members to share easy-to-read, high quality scientific journal articles to be used
as learning resources for novices and refreshers for experienced scientists. The articles are not limited to the
geophysics discipline. The collection of this section will be added to the ‘Useful Links’ of the SGS website for
future reference. Only the name of the journal, issue number and page numbers are provided in consideration
of copyright issues.
All SGS members, please share your recommendations with our SGS editor for monthly publication in the
Reflections.

"Focusing on SEG Continuing Education: Sandstone depositional systems: a primer for
geophysicists"
de Vries Klein, G. (1985).
The Leading Edge, 4(11), 96–97. doi: 10.1190/1.1439123
This month at our technical luncheon Dr John Wagner, the chief geologist at Venari, will be discussing
depositional processes of deep water Wilcox and the reservoir characteristics. As geophysicists, some of us
may not get to see geology as much as we would like on a regular basis. Therefore for this focus on
fundamentals, here is a primer for sandstone depositional systems available through the SEG Continuing
Education series. It gives a new explorationist an intro to interdisciplinary knowledge, sedimentology,
sediment transport theory, petrology, and geochemistry in order to better understand the origins, formation,
and environments of stratigraphic traps.
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Southeastern Geophysical Auxiliary News

Please contact Rosemary Austin for additional information
(504) 737-9697
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Information for Advertisers: 2012-2013
Benefits:






Support the geophysical community and geophysics in southeastern Louisiana
Exposure to major oil companies and independents working onshore as well at the Gulf of
Mexico
Advertisements are published monthly (September-May) in the society newsletter.
Advertisements to be published in the membership directory
Logos for full page advertisers are displayed on the SGS website along with a link to the
advertisers’ own websites

Rates:





Full Page: $1800.00
Half Page: $900.00
Quarter Page: $500.00
Business Card: $200.00

7.5” X 10”
7.5” X 5” or 3.75” X 10”
3.5” X 5” or 7.5” X 2.5”
3.5” X 2”

Please contact Emily Chapp (985) 773-6308 or SGSeditor@yahoo.com

List of Advertisers

SGS would like to thank the following advertisers for their support in 2012-2013:



PGS



IGC



TGS



LLog



SEI



Chevron



CGGVeritas



FugroJason



Shell



Geophysical
Pursuit Inc

Page 14

Word on the Street
This section is a collection of recent headlines that are related to activities in our backyard that we would like
to bring to your attention. Please go to the source website for details.

Latest news from the BSEE/BOEM website: [http://www.bsee.gov/ ; http://www.boem.gov/]






BSEE hosts first of its kind on-water and aerial spill response demonstration at International Oil Spill
Conference in Savannah, GA
BSEE Director Salerno to visit Hoover Diana facility between OTC sessions and outlines BSEE
Technology Center plans
BSEE and BTS to host public meetings to discuss near-miss reporting system
BOEM accepting nominations for scientific committee
BOEM publishes final rule giving developers additional time to submit plans for outer continental shelf
renewable energy activities

Latest headlines from RIGZONE : [https://www.rigzone.com/news/region.asp?r_id=1&c_id=&lxd=365]


Offshore rig takes on water, Anadarko halts ops in GOM



Oil spill cleanup efforts continue off Texas Gulf Shore

Odds and Ends


Brazil’s oil regulator ANP opposes subsalt sales until at least 2016
http://www.upstreamonline.com/live/article1360757.ece



ExxonMobil profits pumped higher on natural gas price boost
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/05/01/us-exxon-mobil-results-idUSBREA400CP20140501



Russia, India planning $30 billion oil pipeline through Xinjiang
http://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/Russia-India-Planning-30-Billion-Oil-Pipeline-Through-Xinjiang.html



Methane hydrate: dirty fuel or energy savior?
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-27021610
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General News & Announcements
Upcoming SGS Events:



Still not too late to put in your name for the EC next season! Take the opportunity to implement new
ideas and energy into improving future events.
Check next month’s summer edition of the newsletter for EC nominations and scholarship winner
announcements

Upcoming SEG Events:







May 1 deadline for SEG/AGU summer research workshop abstracts – Advances in Active + Passive
“Full-Wavefield” Seismic Imaging: from reservoirs to plate tectonics (Vancouver July 22-24)
April 22 new deadline for Broadband Seismic Technology workshop abstracts (Utah July 7-11)
May 1 deadline for advance registration for SEG IQ Earth Forum: Effective Interpretation for
Conventional and Unconventional Reservoirs (Texas June 1-4)
SEG Nominees for 2014-2015 Board announced
SEG 2013 Technical program recording singles now available for purchase
May 19 deadline for SEG/SPE/ARMA Workshop: Injection Induced seismicity (Alberta Sept 15-18)

We are actively looking for sponsors for our monthly technical luncheons. If your company would like to
participate, please contact Erin Brenneman [e.brenneman@chevron.com]
Please renew your membership online on the website, in person, or by letter. We need your support!
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Blast from the Past
This month, as Julius reflects on his term as SGS President over the past year,
let’s salute the past presidents who have shared their thoughts and hopes for
the society through the newsletter over the past decade.
(President taken from the Jan of each year)
2004:
2005:
2006:
2007:
2008:
2009:

Bob Shank
Warren Mautz
Richard Mongan
Richard Fossier
Toby Roesler
Tim Maciejewski

2010:
2011:
2012:
2013:
2014:

Eric Zimmerman
Ken Reynolds
Jared Bosch
Hao Zhou
Julius Doruelo
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Local History

Le Pavillon
Each month we have our monthly meetings at Le Pavillon. As fitting a
grand hotel in New Orleans, Le Pavillon has a rich history of traditions
and ghost stories. Did you know the hotel used to be named New Hotel
Denechaud? There is a tradition of PB&J? There is a petting zoo at
Easter? It is said to be haunted by four different ghosts? Each month
we will discuss a little tidbit about this beautiful hotel.

History : Now located centrally in the CBD, the area around what is now Le Pavillon was a
dangerous fringe of the city in the turn of the 19th century. It was originally purchased from
Sieur de Bienville, the founder of New Orleans, by the Jesuits. When they were expelled, it
then became part of a huge sugar cane and indigo plantation of Mr. Jean Gravier. Known as
Faubourg Ste. Marie, the property was bordered by streets named after Bacchus, Governor
Manuel de Salcedo, and Baronne de Carondelet. Poydras was a canal, popular for geese
hunting. In the 1830’s, it became the main depot of the oldest railroad in the city and
connected with the Tivoli circle (now Lee Circle) and Carrollton village. By the last 1860’s the
railroad was replaced by the National Theatre to accommodate circuses and traveling
shows. In the 1870s, the property came under ownership controversy, which will be
continued in the next issue.
- from lepavillon.com
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Membership Application
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Contact List

P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157
Web address: www.sgs-neworleans.org

* Please note the company representatives are currently being updated. If you see
anything that should be changed, please contact the editor at sgseditor@yahoo.com
Thank you!
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Calendar of Events

SGS event
Meeting/conference/forum
Festival/Holiday
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