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May SGS
Luncheon
Thursday
May 14th
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

Le Pavillon
Gravier Room
$30.00 pp. (member)
$35.00 pp. (non-member)

RSVP
Erin Brenneman
e.brenneman@chevron.com
Geological Corner: Buffalo National River

President’s Corner by Toby Roesler
An improbable but huge victory occurred this
past month for the local geoscience community.
An underfunded, scrappy team of graduate
students from the University of New Orleans
Department of Earth and Environmental
Sciences won the prestigious Gulf Coast
Imperial Barrel Award (IBA). In capturing the
prize, the team composed of John Kramer,
Elijah Adedeji, Joshua Flathers, Joseph Frank,
and Mark Johnson, defeated the University of
Texas, Texas A&M, Stephen F. Austin,
University of Texas – San Antonio, University
of Houston, LSU, Mississippi State, University
of Alabama, Auburn, and the University of
Louisiana – Lafayette.
In the AAPG sponsored IBA competition,
academic teams are given a well and seismic
dataset from one of several worldwide basins
and are charged with identifying the petroleum
systems in place and generating prospects in the
study area . . . in six weeks’ time. The UNO
team, advised by Dr. Royhan Gani, was given a
dataset in the National Petroleum Reserve on
the North Slope of Alaska. The team used
several innovative techniques for analyzing
stratigraphy and source rock vitality. The
technical work was excellent but the team’s
ability to quickly and intelligently answer the
judges’ tough questions and the ease at which
they worked together as a team is what set them
apart from their rivals.
I don’t want to detract one bit from the UNO
team’s achievement. These students earned and
deserve all of the accolades. But this success
was built upon the efforts of several people and
the aid of New Orleans Geological Society. In
2011 Andrew Ranson, then a graduate student,

decided that UNO
needed to compete in the
IBA. And he realized
that he would need the
help of local oil and gas professionals to get this
program started. Andrew made a good decision
by contacting Art Johnson. Art immediately
recognized the value of this program and put his
energy along with the backing of NOGS into
establishing funding and hardware support for
UNO. NOGS did precisely what a local
professional organization should do . . . they
exposed the next generation of professionals to
the challenges and joys of their profession and
backed it up with help and support. As the
current president of the Southeastern
Geophysical Society, I am a bit jealous of what
NOGS has done, but at least geophysicists still
get drink coupons at their monthly meetings.
Another graduate student also needs to be
recognized. Rachel Carter, a previous IBA
participant, who along with Dr. Gani developed
an IBA prep class. In this class the students
learned project data management and seismic
interpretation skills. This allowed the team to
be so much more efficient in the six weeks that
they had to work the dataset. Someone needs to
hire Rachel . . . and the five members of the IBA
team. I cannot think of any students who could
be more prepared and ready to join the
workforce as geoscientists.
So let’s wish Trey, Elijah, Joe, Joshua, and
Mark good luck as they take on teams from
England, Australia, Canada, Africa, Oklahoma,
Alaska, and Saudi Arabia at the International
IBA finals to be held at this month’s AAPG
Convention in Denver.
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The Gulf Coast IBA winning UNO team
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May Luncheon
Seismic Imaging in and Around Salt Bodies
by Dr. Ian Jones, Advisor , Ion GX Technology, Ion Geophysical
Seismic imaging of evaporite bodies is notoriously difficult due to the complex shapes of steeply
dipping flanks, adjacent overburden strata, and the usually strong acoustic impedance and
velocity contrasts at the sediment-evaporite interface. We consider the geology of salt bodies and
the problems and pitfalls associated with their imaging such as complex raypaths, seismic
velocity anisotropy, P- and S-wave mode conversions, and reflected refractions. We also review
recent developments in seismic acquisition and processing, which have led to significant
improvements in image quality and in particular, reverse time migration. We tried to call
attention to the form, nature, and consequences of these issues for meaningful interpretation of
the resulting images.
Speaker Biography:

Ian Jones received a joint honours BSc in Physics with Geology from the University of
Manchester, UK, a Research MSc in Seismology from the University of Western Ontario,
Canada, and a PhD in Geophysical Signal Processing from the University of British Columbia,
Canada, in 1985.
After working in Canada for 2 years for ‘Inverse Theory & Applications Inc.’, he joined CGG,
where for 15 years he was involved in R&D in the London and Paris offices, latterly as manager
of the depth imaging research group. Since 2000 he has been with ION GX Technology, as an
advisor in their London office.
His interests include velocity model building and migration, and his most recent activity includes
writing the text book ‘An Introduction to Velocity Model Building’ published by the EAGE in
2010; and co-editing the SEG Geophysics Reprints series volumes ‘Classics of Elastic Wave
Theory’ and ‘Pre-Stack Depth Migration and Velocity Model Building’. He has helped to
organise various depth imaging workshops, and regularly teaches the EAGE/SEG continuing
education course ‘An Introduction to Velocity Model Building’.
He is a member of the EAGE, SEG, and the PESGB; serves on the EAGE OGGD and technical
program committees and the SEG editorial committee, is an associate editor for the journals
‘Geophysics’ and ‘Geophysical Prospecting’, and is an external lecturer at Imperial College
London and at the University of Leeds. Ian was awarded the EAGE’s Anstey Medal in 2003 for
‘contributions to the depth imaging literature’, and made the SEG 2012 Honorary Lecturer for
Europe, for ‘contributions to advancing the science and technology of geophysics’.
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Note from the editor
Bonjour tout le monde!
This is the final issue until September as we begin our summer hiatus. Many thanks to all of you
who made this past year so successful through your support and participation. We could not
maintain our New Orleans geophysical community without all of you. We will ramp up our
activities in the fall so stay tuned.
Thanks go out to the Executive Committee members who did yeoman service to put together the
events that we had this year, from the socials to the luncheons, culminating with a tremendous
golf tournament. Many thanks to Arthur Christensen for his work in helping us record these
events for posterity. This issue of Reflections contains the golf pictures that were leftover from
last month.

The scholarship winners have been
chosen, congratulations to the winners.
They are briefly profiled in this issue of
Reflections.
Please remember to renew your
membership. Remember this would be
for September 2015 – May 2016.
We are always on the lookout for new
sponsors and advertisers.
As always, feedback and ideas are most
welcome.
We hope that you have a glorious
summer and that we see you in the fall!
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SGS Scholarship Winners

Bill Blair Scholarships
Andy Cope
Andy will be graduating from Ben Franklin High School this spring and hopes to attend Harvey Mudd,
Stanford, or UC Berkeley. Andy has been selected for this scholarship because of the high academic
excellence he has achieved in school and the very challenging electives coursework he has chosen to
undertake. He plans on study engineering and continue pursuing music and glass sculpture.

Michael Cristina
Michael Cristina is currently a sophomore at Mississippi State University studying Software
Engineering. He has 4.0 GPA through three semesters in college and has been involved with Habitat for
Humanity and been a volunteer technical advisor for the FIRST Robotics Competition. He will be
transferring to Ohio State University in the Fall.

University Scholarships
Randell Collins
Randell is a second semester graduate student at the University of New Orleans Physics Department
with a focus on Geophysics. His research will combine digital signal processing and the interpretation
of seismic data. Randell also helps new students who are transitioning to college by serving as a
volunteer mathematics tutor.

Adam Turner
Adam expects to complete a Ph.D. in Geology from Louisiana State University in the spring 2017. His
current research is on the geochemical analysis of Late Pennsylvanian Midcontinent Sea cyclothems and
modern analogues in the Bahamas and Gulf of Mexico. Previously Adam has earned a B.S. in
Chemistry from Arizona State University, and a B.S. in Physics from the University of Arizona. He has
also worked several years as a Chemist and a Lab Researcher.
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Cover Story – Buffalo National River
Arkansas’ Buffalo National River was established by Congress in 1972 as the first national river to be
designated in the United States. Approximately 135 miles of the free-flowing river are included within
the boundaries of the national river; however the Buffalo River itself is just over 150 miles
long. Originating in the highest part of the Boston Mountains of the Ozark Plateau, the river generally
flows in an easterly direction to its confluence with the White River. Flanking the river are multi-colored
bluffs of eroded sandstone, limestone and dolomite that tower in some places to heights over 400 feet.
The karst geology of the region is reflected in a landscape marked by numerous caves, cliffs, sinkholes,
waterfalls, springs, and rock formations.
A wide variety of plant and animal species are supported by the diversity of habitats found along the
river, influenced by varied elevations, soil types, moisture levels and exposure. Hunting and fishing are
allowed in the national river under state and NPS regulations. A diverse range of cultural resources and
historic sites are protected within the national river, including prehistoric village and shelter sites,
historic farmsteads, mining sites, and Civilian Conservation Corps structures.
Before it received national park status, the Buffalo River was slated for a Corps of Engineers dam
project, which would have permanently destroyed a great deal of the scenic beauty we enjoy today.
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Photo Wall
Thanks to Arthur Christenson for our pictures from the golf tournament.
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Word on the Street
Latest headlines from RIGZONE:
[https://www.rigzone.com/news/region.asp?r_id=1&c_id=&lxd=365]





Ceona Wins Subsea Contract for Bunne’s Mirage Field in the GOM
Despite Current Economic Climate, Production in GOM is Projected to Rise
Source: Deadly Fire On Pemex Oil Platform To Cost Up To $780M
Statoil Strikes Oil at Yeti Prospect in Gulf of Mexico

Latest headlines from Offshore-Mag:
[http://www.offshore-mag.com/subsea/us-gulf-of-mexico.html]




Baker Hughes has announced at the 2015 Offshore Technology Conference the introduction of
its Hammerhead system
FoundOcean has completed grouting an eight-legged jacket in the Bay of Campeche, Gulf of
Mexico, on behalf of McDermott.
Fugro has set a seafloor drill water depth record of 2,923 m (9,589 ft)
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Information for Advertisers: 2015-2016
Benefits:






Support the geophysical community and geophysics in southeastern Louisiana
Exposure to major oil companies and independents working onshore as well at the Gulf of
Mexico
Advertisements are published monthly (September-May) in the society newsletter.
Advertisements to be published in the membership directory
Logos for full page advertisers are displayed on the SGS website along with a link to the
advertisers’ own websites

Rates:





Full Page: $1800.00
Half Page: $900.00
Quarter Page: $500.00
Business Card: $200.00

7.5” X 10”
7.5” X 5” or 3.75” X 10”
3.5” X 5” or 7.5” X 2.5”
3.5” X 2”

List of Advertisers
SGS would like to thank the following advertisers for their support
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Contact List

P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157
Web address: www.sgs-neworleans.org

SGS Executive Committee
President: Toby Roesler
Stone Energy
roeslerta@stoneenergy.com

Tel: (504)425-4086

st

1 Vice President: Robin Broussard
Shell
robin.broussard@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-7437

nd

2 Vice President: Erin Brenneman
Chevron
e.brenneman@chevron.com

Tel: (985) 773-6212

Secretary: Pamela Bucher
Shell
pamela.bucher@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-3417

Treasurer: Louis Sturgess
Shell
louis.sturgess@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-7636

Editor : Ruel Jerry
Shell
ruel.jerry@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-8864

Webmaster: Leanne Hao
Shell
leanne.hao@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-4356

Past President: Julius Doruelo
Shell
j.doruelo@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-4086

Prior Past President: Hao Zhou
Shell
hao.zhou@shell.com

Tel: (504) 425-7027

SGS Outreach Officer: Lisa Dwyer Kennedy
BOEMRE
Tel: (504) 736-2794

lisa.kennedy@boemre.gov
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Membership Application

June 1, 2015 – May 31 2016
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