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November SGS
Luncheon
Thursday
November 14th
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

Le Pavillon
Gravier Room
$30.00 pp (member)
$35.00 pp (non-member)

RSVP
Erin Brenneman
e.brenneman@chevron.com

Featured Geological Picture
This month’s cover picture is courtesy of Duane Johnson, taken on a geology
field trip earlier this year. Turbidite sandstones of the Cretaceous Point Loma
Formation, San Diego, California. The Point Loma Formation consists of
interbedded sands and shales grading into siltstone towards the top. Fossils
and dinosaur remains have been found in the area.

President’s Corner
Dear SGS Members,

When I was a little boy in the Philippines, we
welcomed November like farmers welcome rain in
summer… even though by that time of the year
most of us have already seen enough rainfall. Back
then, November signals the end of the monsoon
season, which is in many respects the same as the
hurricane season in southeastern US. For those of
you who grew up or stayed a long time in New
Orleans, I believe you feel the same relief during
the end of hurricane season that we in the
Philippines feel around this time of the year
knowing that we just lived through and survived
Nature’s annual fit of temper. And as most of you
can attest, this is one of those shared experiences
that build and bound communities together for
many generations.
Yet there was a more cheerful reason for Filipinos
to greet November. Just like New Orleans, the
Philippines is predominantly Catholic and one of
our most celebrated Christian holiday occurs on
the 1st and 2nd days of the month, which Filipinos
observe as All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day
respectively. However, instead of the trick or
treating or costume parties that mark the
corresponding Halloween celebration in the US,
these holidays are used to memorialize our dearly
departed. As such, these celebrations served as
our annual family gathering in the very same
manner that Thanksgiving is observed in the US.
Thus, my memories of November have always been
linked closely to community building and family
gatherings.
We at SGS will have our chance to do a bit of both
(i.e. community building and getting together) this
month. Two weeks ago, the executive committee

We at SGS will have our chance to do a bit of both
(i.e. community building and getting together) this
month. Two weeks ago, the executive committee
(EC) sponsored the SGS Fall Social – a Halloween
costume party and mini-golf competition at the
new City Putt complex at City Park – to foster
solidarity between SGS members. Over 30 folks
came along with their kids, and judging by the
attendance and enthusiasm of the attendees in
playing the putt-putt competition, we succeeded
in our objective. It is quite important not to lose
sight of the fact that while we are an organization
of technical professionals trying to advance
geophysics as tool for hydrocarbon exploration or
production, our mandate as a non-profit
organization also includes giving back to the
community we live in. This therefore compels us
to take every opportunity to know more about
each other. For how can we even think about
giving back to the community if we do not know
the folks living in it?
The theme of getting-to-know other SGS members
is also carried over to our monthly luncheon for
November. Our presentation for the month will be
about Tahiti, a hub-class field that Chevron
discovered in 2009 and is estimated to hold 400500 MMBO recoverable. The talk will focus on
post-appraisal uncertainties and the phased
development strategy that the asset team utilized
to mitigate the risks from these uncertainties. The
presenter Jordan Heltz works in Covington, so this
luncheon will be a great opportunity to learn a bit
of production geology or reservoir management
and at the same time getting acquainted with our
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fellow SGS members from Chevron just across the

of production geology or reservoir management
and at the same time getting acquainted with our
fellow SGS members from Chevron just across the
lake. Indeed, the SGS EC has made a conscious
decision to have at least one talk this year coming
from our colleagues in the industry working at the
North Shore area. By doing so, we hope to
encourage our fellow geophysicists from north
shore to stay in touch with the goings-on of the
geophysical community based in new Orleans
downtown. We will see the results of this initiative
very soon and early indications are that just like the
Fall Socials, this luncheon will achieve its double
objectives of providing knowledge and promoting
camaraderie.

So let me close this note by saying that I am deeply
comforted by the thought that the SGS is proving
to be a viable venue for advancing professional
initiatives as well as getting connected to fellow
geophysicists or geoscientists in New Orleans. The
SGS activities for November bear this out. My
hope is that this notion remains true for the entire
year as well.
Happy Thanksgiving y’all!
- Julius
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November Luncheon Presentation
Success and Challenges in a Phased Deepwater Development
Tahiti Field, Gulf of Mexico, USA
By Dr Jordan Heltz

Abstract:
The Tahiti Field represents a world-class asset with a potential 400-500 MMBO recoverable and over
140 MMBO produced to date. The field was discovered in April 2002, and after exploration, appraisal,
and the first phase of development drilling, oil production began in May 2009. Tahiti is a subsalt,
three-way structural closure trapped against a salt keel and contains multiple stacked Miocene pay
sands. The primary Middle Miocene M-21 reservoir interval ranges in depth from 23,000 to 28,000
feet subsea and contains nearly half of the estimated 1.5 Billion barrels of oil in place.
Due to significant uncertainties remaining after appraisal, which included reservoir connectivity, well
productivity, and aquifer strength of both the primary and secondary reservoirs, a phased
development strategy was pursued to address the need for future waterflood or artificial lift projects
as well as to inform the scope of development for the secondary sands above the primary producing
M-21 interval.
The first phase of development at Tahiti included 6 primary producing wells from the M-21 reservoir
and reached peak production of 125,000 BOPD soon after first oil. A surveillance period followed for 912 months after first oil during which critical reservoir data was collected including: interference
testing to understanding connectivity, production performance to better understand oil in-place and
aquifer strength, and geochemical analysis to recognize zonal flow contributions. Evaluation of this
reservoir data led to sanction of the Tahiti-2 project which focused on the installation of a water
injection module and drilling of peripheral water injectors and two more infill producers in the M21
reservoir.
Static well data from the Tahiti-2 wells along with the continued evaluation of reservoir performance
data from the existing producers has been vital to the evaluation of future development at Tahiti. This
next phase, referred to as the Tahiti Vertical Expansion Project, is focused primarily on development of
the shallower M17B/M18A and M15A reservoirs. The scope of this project is currently under
evaluation but may entail additional producing wells and expanded subsea infrastructure in the field.
Building off of the learnings from previous reservoir surveillance, additional static and dynamic data
would be gathered during the Tahiti Vertical Expansion Project to inform the need for further
optimization and additional development at this key deepwater asset.
Approaching Tahiti through a phased development strategy has allowed the project team to reduce
subsurface uncertainty, apply reservoir management best practices, and maximize return on
investment.
The Tahiti Asset is a Chevron operated joint venture with its partners Total and Statoil.

Speaker Biography:
Jordan is the current lead development geologist of the Tahiti Asset. He received his BS in geology
from LSU, and then stayed on for a MS in Engineering Science. After completing 2 years stints as a
LWD field engineer with PathFinder Energy Services and Deepwater Indonesia with Unocal, Jordan
then worked 3 years each in the offshore Angola and the Tahiti Asset teams with CVX. He is affiliated
with AAPG, SGS, and NOGS, the last for which he was a former editor (2012-2013).

Photo Wall
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Patricia Yu
Note From the Editor

sgseditor@yahoo.com

Hi Folks!
Thanks to those that came out for some evening socializing and putt-putt. We had great participation on
costumes as well - from trekkies to star wars, vampires to fairy princesses, to simply looking
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious. Congratulations to Art for winning the puttputt contest, Julius for the
costume contest, and all the kids that joined us at the social. Special thanks to Erin for organizing the event, as
well as bringing the dessert. As we approach the holiday seasons, the calendar is filling up with local festivals
and celebrations. Hope everyone has a great time and stay safe!
If you haven’t already, please consider renewing your membership to not only support our local geophysical
network, but also for benefits at luncheons and socials, and access to scholarships. We have had some notices
that the paypal option on the site has been problematic for some folks. If so, please let us know, so we can
look into the issue. I would also like to reiterate our call for sponors and advertisers.
As always, we welcome any articles or pictures to be shared with our community.
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Focus on Fundamentals
This is a section designed for members to share easy-to-read, high quality scientific journal articles to be used
as learning resources for novices and refreshers for experienced scientists. The articles are not limited to the
geophysics discipline. The collection of this section will be added to the ‘Useful Links’ of the SGS website for
future reference. Only the name of the journal, issue number and page numbers are provided in consideration
of copyright issues.
All SGS members, please share your recommendations with our SGS editor for monthly publication in the
Reflections.

Ultralong-offset data acquisition can complement full-waveform inversion and lead to
improved subsalt imaging
Vigh, D., Moldoveanu, N., Jiao, K., Huang, W., and Kapoor, J. (2013). The Leading Edge, 32(9), 1116–1122.
doi: 10.1190/tle32091116.1
Want to learn more about the benefits of the dual coil shooting multivessel full-azimuth acquisition? The
advancement of OBC, multivessel towed streamer, and dual-coil acquisition in conjunction with FWI has been
important for complex subsalt targets in the GoM. This article discusses the potential for improving the
accuracy of velocity models and the reliability of depth images using marine 3D seismic data sets with long
offsets and low frequencies. These qualities also mitigate the sensitivity of the inversion process via the FWI
process.
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Southeastern Geophysical Auxiliary News

Upcoming SGA Events for the year:
TBA
Please contact Rosemary Austin at (504) 737-9697
for RSVP and additional information.
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Information for Advertisers: 2012-2013
Benefits:






Support the geophysical community and geophysics in southeastern Louisiana
Exposure to major oil companies and independents working onshore as well at the Gulf of
Mexico
Advertisements are published monthly (September-May) in the society newsletter.
Advertisements to be published in the membership directory
Logos for full page advertisers are displayed on the SGS website along with a link to the
advertisers’ own websites

Rates:





Full Page: $1800.00
Half Page: $900.00
Quarter Page: $500.00
Business Card: $200.00

7.5” X 10”
7.5” X 5” or 3.75” X 10”
3.5” X 5” or 7.5” X 2.5”
3.5” X 2”

Please contact Emily Chapp (985) 773-6308 or SGSeditor@yahoo.com

List of Advertisers

SGS would like to thank the following advertisers for their support in 2012-2013:



PGS



IGC



TGS



LLog



SEI



Chevron



CGGVeritas



FugroJason



Shell



Geophysical
Pursuit Inc
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Word on the Street
This section is a collection of recent headlines that are related to activities in our backyard that we would
like to bring to your attention. Please go to the source website for details.

Latest news from the BSEE/BOEM website: [http://www.bsee.gov/ ; http://www.boem.gov/]







Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement Director Brian Salerno announces Texas A&M
Engineering Experiment Station’s Mary Kay O’Connor Process Safety Center selected to manage
Ocean Energy Safety Institute
BSEE’s Ohmsett Facility receives $4mil for infrastructure resiliency improvements
BOEM joins National Science Foundation and international partners to study impacts of
development in the Arctic
Gulf of Mexico Central Planning Area oil and gas lease sale 231 will be held in New Orleans March
19, 2014 to offer 39 million acres offshore Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama
BOEM publishes Annual Progress Report on Five Year Program to increase transparency, public
engagement in offshore conventional energy planning.

Latest headlines from RIGZONE : [https://www.rigzone.com/news/region.asp?r_id=1&c_id=&lxd=365]


Pushing the Deepwater Frontier: Shell’s Stones Project



Technip bags subsea gig for Delta House Field



Tropical Depression Sonia dissipates over Western Mexico

Odds and Ends


More oil and gas drillers turn to water recycling
http://www.newsobserver.com/2013/11/11/3361261/more-oil-and-gas-drillers-turn.html



Making fire from water
http://www.euronews.com/2013/10/28/fire-from-water/



BP plans $10bn asset sale as profits fall
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/energy/oilandgas/10410753/BP-plans-10bn-asset-saleas-profits-fall.html



3D-Printed fossils and rocks could transform geology
http://www.livescience.com/40994-3d-printing-fossils-geology.html
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General News & Announcements
Upcoming SGS Events:
December
January
February

- pending Klaas Koster
Manika Prasad

Also upcoming: Kurt Marfurt, Ken Matson,
Joint NOGS meeting

Nick Moldoveanu
Evolution of marine acquisition technology
after wide azimuth
Houston Geophysical Society of Houston
Nov 19-20

We are actively looking for sponsors for our monthly technical luncheons. If your company would like
to participate, please contact Erin Brenneman [e.brenneman@chevron.com]

Please renew your membership online on the website, in person, or by letter. We need your support!

Blast from the Past
This month let’s salute the evolution of computing over the years.
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Local History

Le Pavillon
Each month we have our monthly meetings at Le Pavillon. As fitting a
grand hotel in New Orleans, Le Pavillon has a rich history of traditions
and ghost stories. Did you know the hotel used to be named New Hotel
Denechaud? There is a tradition of PB&J? There is a petting zoo at
Easter? It is saidto be haunted by four different ghosts? Each month we
will discuss a little tidbit about this beautiful hotel.

Ghost stories :
Le Pavillon appears in several haunted tour and haunted hotel lists for adventurous travelers. Adda, also
called Eva or Ava, is the most popular ghost said to be haunting the main entrance and lobby. Wearing a
hat, shawl, and long black skirt, she is said to have been killed by a runaway carriage. She is reported to be
pacing the lobby, occassionally bumping into people, then vanishing. A ghost couple is also said to haunting
the hotel together, holding hands while wandering the grounds. The man is said to always be smoking a
cigar, and the woman wears a light blue dress. Other ghosts sightings include a shoeless man with a
vibrantly colored shirt who plays pranks on guests, and an elderly woman in a black dress.
~ from www.hauntedrooms.com
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Membership Application
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Contact List

P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157
Web address: www.sgs-neworleans.org
SGS Excutive Committee
SGS Officers

SGS Company Representatives 2013-2014

PRESIDENT- Julius Doruelo
Shell

Tel: (504) 425-4086

j.doruelo@shell.com
1st VICE PRESIDENT - Eric Zim m erm ann
LLOG Exploration

Tel: (985) 773-6212

-

Geophysical Pursuit
Schlumberger
Chevron

larry@geopursuit.com
gillis1@new -orleans.oilfield.slb.com
magrow don@chevron.com

Tel: (504) 425-7303

Kathy Hannigan
Jim Harley
Diana Smith

-

ENI Petroleum
Eagle Geophysical
BOEMRE

kathleen.hannigan@enipetroleum.com
jimharley@yahoo.com
dee.smith@boemre.gov

Juliette Ioup
Kevin Jordan

-

UNO
PetroQuest

jioup@uno.edu
kjordan@petroquest.com

Dale Lambert

-

IO

dlambert@i-o.com

David Lynch
Jim McCarty

-

Shell
ANKOR Energy

david.lynch@shell.com
jmccarty@ankorenergy.com

Shaw n Porche

-

E-Seis

sporche@e-seis.com

Michelle Pou
Tony Rebecca

-

TGS
Paradigm

mpou@tgsnopec.com
trebec@paradigmgeo.com

Kelly Landry

-

WesternGeco

klandry@new -orleans.w esterngeco.com

Brenda Reilly
Jeff Row e

-

Energy Partners LTD breilly@eplw eb.com
Fugro
jrow e@fugro.com

Kurt Sellers

-

PGS

kurt.sellers@pgs.com

Karen Sontag
Layne Williams

-

ION
Seismic Exchange

karen.sontag@iongeo.com
lw illiams@seismicexchange.com

David Schw artz

-

Fugro

dschw artz@fugro.com

Claudia Lopez

-

Fugro

clopez@fugro.com

Tel: (504) 425-7437

robin.broussard@shell.com
EDITOR - Patricia Yu
Tel: (504) 425-6364

patricia.yu@shell.com
PAST PRESIDENT - Hao Zhou
Shell

Tel: (504) 425-7027

hao.zhou@shell.com
PRIOR PAST PRESIDENT - Jared Bosch
Chevron USA Production Company

Tel: (985) 773-6251

jared.bosch@chevron.com
WEBMASTER - Richard Mongan
Chevron USA Production Company

steve.dennis@halliburton.com

Larry Gallow ay
David Gillis
Mark Grow don

TREASURER - Robin Broussard

Shell

s_davis@seismicventures.com

Halliburton
Baker Hughes
CGG

Richard Fossier

christy.gautre@shell.com
Shell

Seismic Ventures

Tel: (985) 801-4338

e.brenneman@chevron.com
SECRETARY - Christy Gautre
Shell

-

Steve Dennis

-

ericz@llog.com
2nd VICE PRESIDENT - Erin Brennem an
Chevron USA Production Company

Sara Davis

Tel: (832) 854-5725

richard.mongan@chevron.com
SGS Outreach Officer - Lisa Dw yer Kennedy
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement
lisa.kennedy@boemre.gov
Tel: (504) 736-2794

rfossier@cgg.com

SGA Officers
PRESIDENT- Rosem ary Austin

Tel: (504) 737-9697

VICE PRESIDENT - Glenda Evans
SECRETARY - Claudia Marquis
TREASURER - Claire La Pointe

* Please note the company representatives are currently being updated. If you see
anything that should be changed, please contact the editor at sgseditor@yahoo.com
Thank you!
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Calendar of Events

SGS event
Meeting/conference/forum
Festival/Holiday
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