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Thursday
September 12th
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

Le Pavillon
Denechaud Room
$30.00 pp (member)
$35.00 pp (non-member)

RSVP
Erin Brenneman
e.brenneman@chevron.com

Featured Geological Picture
We kick off this season with a beautiful geological picture from our very own
Art Christensen, taken in Sardegna, Italia. The second largest island in the
Mediterranean Sea, Sardegna is an ancient geoformation dating from the
Palaeozoic consisting of extensive highlands eroded by wide alluvial valleys
and flatlands. Also, a worthwhile vacation spot!

President’s Corner

Dear SGS members,

September signals the start of many wonderful
things. To most people of New Orleans it is safe
to say that this means that the Saints are back
and there’s one more reason to party on
Sundays. As a recent transplant to the Big Easy,
it’s truly remarkable to experience first-hand
how the city engulfs itself in the fanfare as well
as the fine points of Saints football. Without a
doubt every New Orleanian welcomes the Fall
with lofty set of expectations for the Saints team
that will make any coach or manager earn his or
her pay. These goals are warranted given the
intense passion of the fans, a kind of devotion
that has been tested extremely but found more
than adequate to withstand even the most
devastating hurricanes.
September is also an exciting month for another
group of fans – the geophysics aficionados – for
it marks the start of another valuable albeit less
festive tradition: the SGS monthly luncheon
talks. To be fully involved in the preparation of
this long-held SGS tradition as the new SGS
chairperson is at the same time a great honor
and surreal experience. The peculiar feeling
stems from realizing that in this role I am both a
fan and a coach or manager of sort. Certainly, it
is easy to preach as a follower what must be
done to promote a certain cause, which in this
case revolves around drumming up active
support for SGS-sponsored activities. Being incharge of things however makes one quickly

case revolves around drumming up active
support for SGS-sponsored activities. Being incharge of things however makes one quickly
realize the importance of considering the
realities surrounding the tasks and proposing
practical ways how the core issues can be
addressed. In football analogy this experience is
akin to being a fan buying a ticket to watch your
football team play – that is, reserving a seat to
attend the monthly luncheon – and then at the
same time be the coach or one of the coaching
staff actually calling the plays – that is, be
among those that’s actually in-charge of making
the monthly tradition a meaningful exercise.
The challenge of making sure that the SGS
remains connected to the local geophysical
community and the New Orleans community as
whole is the reason why I am greatly honored to
serve as your President. In my view, the plan of
action for this coming term is best described by
two words: sustained relevance. Because
there are only few energy companies left in New
Orleans, the number of geophysicists
consequently shrunk so we must accept the
reality that the number of SGS members will
naturally dwindle. But this acceptance should
not be mistaken for resignation or lack of
enthusiasm. Instead, we must view this
acceptance as a healthy recognition of what is a
sustainable level of participation amongst the
SGS members. And to ascertain that members’
involvement in SGS activities is sustainable, we
at the Executive Committee must make sure
that the activities we sponsor serves to advance
or broaden our geophysical knowledge and Page 2

at the Executive Committee must make sure that
the activities we sponsor serves to advance or
broaden our geophysical knowledge and
promote solid camaraderie between geophysics
or geosciences professionals from various
companies that are still in town.
In line with the EC’s effort to enhance
participation in our monthly luncheon talk, we
have already come up with a solid set of speakers
for the coming year. The lineup includes at least
two talks that will be presented in the coming
(2013) SEG convention, talks from two
distinguished lecturers (AAPG and SEG), and a
talk from an ex-SEG chairperson. In addition, we
will maintain our noteworthy advocacies such as
the Golf Tournament Scholarship Event and
donations to the Core Element for Strike (STEM)
and the Children’s Hospital. All in all, we will
have a busy year and one that I surely hope will
measure up to the expectations of our members.

“home-games”. While our attendance in the SGS

luncheons will not guarantee us winning a
geophysics analog for Superbowl, what it will do
ultimately is sustain a long-standing and immensely
worthwhile tradition. We must all be honored to
push forward this task of keeping the SGS flame
burning.

- Julius

So let me wrap up my message by what else but
another football or more specifically a Saints
analogy. Right after Katrina in 2005, there were
talks of the team leaving town. In fact, the Saints
owner was rumored to be shopping around for a
possible city where to relocate the team. The
fans decried the plan and showed their support
for the team by traveling to San Antonio or Baton
Rouge for the Saints home games. The fans’
devotion was rewarded with a Superbowl victory
four years later. But a more significant victory in
fact is that a long-time tradition of Saints football
was retained in New Orleans even through the
worst imaginable calamity. The geophysical
community in New Orleans has been through the
same situation and we stayed. It will be a great
loss to us if we let our reduced numbers sway us
from supporting the SGS and not coming to the
monthly luncheons, which is tantamount to our
“home-games”.
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September Luncheon
Presentation

Reducing Risk using a Stochastic Process
and Inversion to Rock Properties
By Michael Smith

Abstract:
We show that uncertainty can be quantified for rock property inversion using a
stochastic process, when combined with uncertainty quantification of the well data
we can reduce risk by looking at the intersection of the PDFs (Probability
Distribution Functions) of the rock properties and the PDFs of the wells. The Risk is
defined by the intersection of the PDFs (the probability) and can be used to
upgrade/downgrade prospects. We will show a case study from Orange County,
Texas in the Yegua sands.

Speaker Biography:

Michael Smith, VP of Reservoir Technologies, Geotrace
Michael Smith joined Geotrace in 2005 and has 27 years of experience in database,
programming, seismic processing, and reservoir characterization with various
technical and operational leadership positions in the upstream oil and gas industry.
He currently serves as Vice President of Reservoir Technologies. He received his
BSc degree (1985) in Chemistry and Mathematics from Northeastern State
University of Oklahoma. His areas of interest and expertise are wavelet transform,
noise attenuation, resolution enhancement, AVO-compliant processing, multicomponent processing, AVO/AVA analysis, seismic inversion, lithology, fracture
detection and fluid evaluation. Michael was the recipient of the Harts E&P
Meritorious Award for Engineering Innovation – Exploration Technology for his
work in bandwidth extension in 2011.

Photo Wall
Northshore Summer Social at
Columbia Street Tap Room
Thanks to all that participated!
Photos courtesy of Art Christensen
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Note From the Editor

Patricia Yu
sgseditor@yahoo.com

Hi Folks!
Another year is beginning, kicked off by our Northshore summer social event. A great big thanks to Don for
helping organize this event again this year. There will be a southshore social later in the fall. The location is
currently being debated, from Rock’n’Bowl to the City Park putt putt . Have an preference? Let us know! The
EC has already been hard at work collecting an array of talks and courses which will hopefully appeal to all.
Starting off with Michael Smith from Geotrace, stay tuned for talks from Klaas Koster and Paul Weimer. There
are also a ton of events coming up from the Gem and Mineral Society of Louisiana and STEM. You’ll notice a
few changes to the newsletter this year as well.
Please renew your membership to not only support our local geophysical network, but also for benefits at
luncheons and socials, and access to scholarships. I would also like to reiterate our call for sponors and
advertisers.
As always, we welcome any articles or pictures to be shared with our community.
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The Gem & Mineral Society of Louisiana

Dear SGS members,
Upon requests of many members, our member
Don Dubose is awarded with the SGS Honorary
Life Membership. Congratulations Don and
thank you for your contribution to our society!
Now we are at the end of the 2012 – 2013
season. I would like to thank you for giving the
opportunity to serve our society. I am very
grateful for the help I received from my
committee and many members.
At beginning of the season, we set several
goals. Some were achieved and some were
regrets. But I am proud to say we were
particularly successful on several of them:
1.
Improved presentation quality. In the
past year, I felt we had a good balance on all
the related subjects with a particular emphasis
on 4D technology. We also had a good mix of
speakers from majors, vendors, and university
professors.
2.
We had a very successful Golf
Tournament and obtained sufficient funds for
scholarships.

4.
We awarded scholarship to two high
school students and two college students.
It was a fun journey for me. I believe the
committee members of the next season will
continue to focus on the growth of SGS, and
continue to provide a healthy social and
learning environment for all the members.
Have a safe and fun summer!
Hao

The Gem & Mineral
Society of Louisiana, Inc,
is a section 501 ©(3) tax
exempt organization dedicated
to raising awareness of and
promoting education in the
earth and lapidary science.

The New Orleans gem,
mineral, fossil and jewelry
show is the major annual
fundraiser for the Gem &
Mineral Society of Louisiana,
Inc.

3.
We held a very well attended SEG DISC
class on 4D seismic.
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Focus on Fundamentals
This is a section designed for members to share easy-to-read, high quality scientific journal articles to be used
as learning resources for novices and refreshers for experienced scientists. The articles are not limited to the
geophysics discipline. The collection of this section will be added to the ‘Useful Links’ of the SGS website for
future reference. Only the name of the journal, issue number and page numbers are provided in consideration
of copyright issues.
All SGS members, please share your recommendations with our SGS editor for monthly publication in the
Reflections.

Full elastic inversion of synthetic seismic data based on an outcrop model (Book Cliffs)
A Gisolf, D Tetyukhina,, SM Luthi
SEG Technical Program Expanded Abstracts 2012 pp1-5

http://library.seg.org/doi/abs/10.1190/segam2012-0760.1

From the list of best papers selected from the 2012 SEG Annual Meeting. A new full elastic non-linear
inversion applied to synthetic data generated from a very detailed outcrop model representing several
producing formations of the North Sea Brent Group recovered high resolution property images for all the
included sedimentary features.
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Southeastern Geophysical Auxiliary News

Upcoming SGA Events for the year:
TBA
Please contact Rosemary Austin at (504) 737-9697
for RSVP and additional information.
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Information for Advertisers: 2012-2013
Benefits:






Support the geophysical community and geophysics in southeastern Louisiana
Exposure to major oil companies and independents working onshore as well at the Gulf of
Mexico
Advertisements are published monthly (September-May) in the society newsletter.
Advertisements to be published in the membership directory
Logos for full page advertisers are displayed on the SGS website along with a link to the
advertisers’ own websites

Rates:





Full Page: $1800.00
Half Page: $900.00
Quarter Page: $500.00
Business Card: $200.00

7.5” X 10”
7.5” X 5” or 3.75” X 10”
3.5” X 5” or 7.5” X 2.5”
3.5” X 2”

Please contact Emily Chapp (985) 773-6308 or SGSeditor@yahoo.com

List of Advertisers

SGS would like to thank the following advertisers for their support in 2012-2013:



PGS



IGC



TGS



LLog



SEI



Chevron



CGGVeritas



FugroJason



Shell



Geophysical
Pursuit Inc
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Word on the Street
This section is a collection of recent headlines that are related to activities in our backyard that we would like to
bring to your attention. Please go to the source website for details.

Latest news from the BSEE/BOEM website: [http://www.bsee.gov/ ; http://www.boem.gov/]





Brian Salerno sworn in as Director of the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement
BSEE and BTS interagency agreement to develop a OCS confidential near-miss reporting system
“Smart from the Start” initiative to deliver wind energy to the OCS
Evaluating North Atlantic Coastal Risks

Latest headlines from RIGZONE : [https://www.rigzone.com/news/region.asp?r_id=1&c_id=&lxd=365]


Noble Energy makes Troubadour discovery in GoM



BP, Louisiana officials at odds over restoring coastline



BOEM Lease Sale 233 considered ‘deepwater sale’

Odds and Ends


BP makes gas discovery with Salamat well offshore Egypt
http://www.ogj.com/articles/2013/09/bp-makes-gas-discovery-with-salamat-well-offshore-egypt.html



Germany sets another record: 5.1 terawatt-hours of solar energy in July
http://theenergycollective.com/stephenlacey/267066/germany-sets-another-record-51-terawatt-hours-solar-july



Can the world engineer a cooler climate?
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=215097283
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General News & Announcements
Congratulations to Don Dubose as our newest
Honorary Life Membership awardee! Thank you for
your contributions to the society.

Also a round of applause to our scholarship winners!
2013 SGS Bill Blair Scholarship Awards
Lee Burnett
Noah Roesler
2013 SGS University Scholarship Award
Charles Crawford
Austin Bennett

Upcoming Events
Southshore Fall Social
Short Course with NOGS
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Local History

Le Pavillion
Each month we have our monthly meetings at Le Pavillion. As fitting a
grand hotel in New Orleans, Le Pavillion has a rich history of traditions
and ghost stories. Did you know the hotel used to be named New Hotel
Denechaud? There is a tradition of PB&J? There is a petting zoo at
Easter? It is saidto be haunted by four different ghosts? Each month we
will discuss a little tidbit about this beautiful hotel.

Blast from the Past
Trivia –






This time last year, Eric Zimmermann
was kicking off on the Subsurface
review of the Who Dat Field
Two years ago, Morgan Brown was
giving a talk on Depth Imaging Deep
Reservoir Delineation in Onshore
Basins
Three years ago, Toby Roesler
discussed Causes of the Deepwater
Horizon Blowout
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Outreach
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Geophysical Society of Houston

SEG Council Members:
The GSH is sending you this announcement so as to reach your respective SEG members with word of these live
Webinars. We recognize that there are remote locations and smaller SEG Sections that have minimal exposure to
geophysical educational opportunities. These Webinars offer all members an opportunity to attend full continuing
education courses in a convenient and inexpensive manner. Currently the only means of communicating to the
membership the availability of these courses is through you.
We will be happy to discuss any special arrangements your members -- especially students -- may require. It is possible
that this and other Webinars may be presented again, at more convenient times for your part of the world. We will also
be making available recordings of this Webinar for subsequent distribution. Please make inquiries with Karen Blakeman:
281.741.1624 or <karen@gshtx.org>.
More information is available at: http://www.gshtx.org/en/cev/1007
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Letters to SGS

SGS Executive Committee
Welcome our 2013-2014 EC!
PRESIDENT
Julius Doruelo joined Shell in 2007 after doing (PhD)
research on seismic attributes of long-offset reflections
using physical models at the University of Houston Allied
Geophysical Laboratory. His first years at the company
were spent with the SEPCO Seismic Technology
Deployment group at Houston where he conducted wavebased seismic modeling of ocean bottom nodes or cable
acquisition for the Great White and Alaska (Sivulliq) assets.
He then joined the UA Marine Seismic Imaging team as a
seismic processor and helped build anisotropic earth
models for the Appomattox and Zaedyus (French Guiana)
assets. He recently transferred to New Orleans for a
broadening assignment with the quantitative seismic
interpretation team. Julius has visited 38 states of the US
and over 20 countries learning as much as he can about
other cultures. His journeys have found him watching the
sun set behind the south face of Mt. Everest with a bad
case of nausea and running deathly scared from the bulls
of Pamplona. He works to live and he doesn’t get
jetlagged.
2ND VICE PRESIDENT
Erin Brenneman is a geoscientist with
Chevron Gulf of Mexico, Deepwater. She
received a BS in Geosciences from the
University of Arizona in 2006 and later
attended Indiana University for a MS in
Geological Sciences. Erin joined Chevron
in 2009 and has previously worked on
projects in the Permian Basin and
Wyoming thrust belt for Chevron
Midcontinent. She has been a member of
SGS since 2013.
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SECRETARY
Christy Gautre is currently working as a
geophysicist in Quantitative Interpretation at
Shell in New Orleans. She has been with Shell
for six years, and prior to working at Shell,
Christy was as a Physical Scientist in Mine
Warfare at the Naval Oceanographic Office at
Stennis Space Center for three and a half years.
Christy received her MS in Applied Physics from
the University of New Orleans in 2010, and her
BS in Mathematics from Centenary College of
Louisiana in 2002. Christy was the SGS Secretary in 2010 – 2011 and the SGS Treasurer in 2011 – 2012 and
she represents SGS on the SEG Council. Christy lives in Metairie with her husband and her twin daughters
Charlotte and Elise, who are a year old.

TREASURER
Robin Broussard received her BS in Geology & Geophysics in 1984
from the University of New Orleans and attended graduate
courses in Geophysics at the University of Texas at Austin. She
began her career in the oil industry as a student intern for The
Exploration Company of Louisiana, Meeks Petroleum, and Oiltex,
Inc. She has worked in seismic processing, exploration and
development for Amoco Production Company, Dominion
Resources and Taylor Energy, primarily in the Gulf of Mexico Shelf
and Deepwater. In 2007, Robin joined Shell and works as a Staff
Reservoir Geophysicist in the Deepwater Gulf of Mexico
Development group. Robin is a member of SGS, SEG, and NOGS.

EDITOR
Patricia Yu joined Shell in 2007 and began her career in the
geohazard assessment and pore pressure prediction team in
Houston working on primarily international projects. After she
transferred to New Orleans to join the QI team, she has been
supporting the Gulf of Mexico subsea projects. She received her
B.A. in Earth and Planetary Sciences at UC Berkeley, where she
worked in the Berkeley Seismological Lab. Afterwards, she went to
UT Austin for a M.S. in Geophysics. Patricia is a member of SEG
and joined SGS in 2011.
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WEBMASTER
Richard Mongan obtained his BSc in Electronics and Electrical Engineering
from Bristol University, UK in 1985 and has 27 years experience in the
seismic industry. Richard's career has included acting as an Observer on
Land Seismic crews in the foothills of the Himmalayas and working as a
Seismic Logging Engineer in the swamps of the Niger Delta before coming
out of the field into more technical and managerial positions. These varied
assignments brought him to work in 14 countries on 5 continents. Richard
now works for Chevron's DeepWater Exploration and Projects Group in
Houston as the VSP Team Leader. He is a current active member of SEG
and his outside interests include Formula1, NASCAR, Lounge Singing,
Karaoke, Barbecuing, Live Music, Football (Soccer, Rugby and American),
Fighting and Golf.

Also we thank for out-going EC members for volunteering their time
and service over the past year.
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Membership Application
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Contact List

P.O. Box 57141
New Orleans, LA 70157
Web address: www.sgs-neworleans.org
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Calendar of Events

SGS event
Meeting/conference/forum
Festival/Holiday
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